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THE NOTABLE BOOKS  for a Global Society (NBGS) 
Committee reviews and selects 25 of the best books published 
within the year that promote a greater understanding of and 
appreciation for the diverse people and cultures of the world. 
It’s exciting to see an increase in the number of diverse books 
being published for children. This past year, committee mem-
bers reviewed over 500 books for pre-K through Grade 12. 
The committee is pleased to announce this year’s award-win-
ning books that share the common theme of resilience. 

These stories tell of characters overcoming adversity, 
persevering to be accepted, and striving to achieve their goals. 
Readers are reminded of the impact of acts of kindness, the 
joy of expressing gratitude, and our need for a sense of be-
longing. We hope that educators will exercise their power and 
share these stories with children.

Reading diverse books has many benefits, but one of the 

greatest may be the promotion of social-emotional learning. 
In response to a growing trend to focus upon social-emo-
tional learning in children, some states have developed state 
standards to ensure it is taught (International Literacy Asso-
ciation, 2020). Research indicates that nurturing children’s 
emotional skills results in positive outcomes such as stronger 
relationships, higher self-esteem, and greater overall happi-
ness (McCallum, 2020). One important characteristic of 
social-emotional development that can be cultivated in chil-
dren is the ability to identify emotions in others. That skill 
can be developed through sharing books, reading to and with 
children, and talking about books with them. 

Our collection of award-winning books can support this 
learning while encouraging empathy and promoting a greater 
understanding of the diverse people in our world (Wilson, 
2019). After reading and discussing these books with chil-
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dren, teachers can try out the activities in the teaching sugges-
tions listed with each book. Related books are also listed for 
each featured book in the collection, providing an opportuni-
ty for children to delve further into a theme. 

2020 Notable Books for a Global Society

Acevedo, Elizabeth. (2019). With the Fire on 
High. Harper Collins/Harper Teen. 400 pp. GR 
7–9 and up. Contemporary fiction.

Afro-Latinx teen mom Emoni Santiago works hard to take 
care of her daughter, her abuela, and her high school studies. 
She recharges her soul by creating delicious dishes at home 
that combine rich flavors from her cultures. Although she 
considers it impractical, she can’t resist her dream of becom-
ing a chef when she graduates. The book is broken into three 
parts, each introduced by a mouth-watering recipe. Aceva-
do provides readers with a multifaceted examination of teen 
parenting through Emoni’s highs (a culinary study-abroad 
opportunity and romance) and lows (custody issues and the 
high school rumor mill). Reviewed by Mary Ellen Oslick

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students research food fusion (a form of cooking 
that combines contrasting culinary traditions or tech-
niques into a single dish). They can either find recipes 
to try or create their own. 

• Emoni’s phone calls to her activist father in Puerto 
Rico bring up many sociopolitical issues. Have students 
examine either historical or current topics dealing with 
Puerto Rico (e.g., hurricanes, voting, citizenship, Jenni-
fer Lopez’s flag costume during the 2020 Super Bowl).

• Discuss Emoni’s talent for time management. Have 
students track how they spend their days in detail and 
then share tips for better time management.

Related Books

Quintero, I. (2014). Gabi, a girl in pieces. Cinco Punto Press.
Sanchez, E. L. (2019). I am not your perfect Mexican daughter. 

Penguin Random House/Random House/Alfred A. Knopf.
Thomas, A. (2019). On the come up. HarperCollins/Balzer 

+ Bray.

Denise, Anika Aldamuy. (2019). Planting Stories: 
The Life of Librarian and Storyteller Pura Belpré 
(Paola Escobar, Illus.). HarperCollins/Harper. 
Unpaged. GR 1–5 and up. Biography.

When Pura Belpré became the first Puerto Rican librarian in 
the New York Public Library in 1921, she found no stories of 
her homeland or in her mother tongue. To change that, she 
shared folktales in English and Spanish that her abuela taught 
her and learned to create puppets that delighted children and 
their families. The city’s growing Spanish-speaking commu-
nity learned to feel at home in New York City libraries thanks 
to her bilingual story hours and traditional Latinx holiday 
celebrations. Many of her stories were published, and she 
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traveled across the city “planting her story seeds in the hearts 
and minds of children new to [New York City] who wish to 
remember la lengua y los colores of home.” This portrait of 
Pura Belpré as a librarian, storyteller, and author is a reminder 
of the power of storytelling and bilingual literature. Reviewed 

by Ann Digiacomo

Teaching Suggestions

• The American Library Association (ALA) recognizes 
outstanding literature by Latinx authors and illustrators 
annually with the Pura Belpré Award. Have students 
view these books at the ALA’s website: http://www.ala 
.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal. Work 
with students as they collect several stories to share as  
a unique text set. 

• 로Help students interview family members about stories 
from their childhoods. Who in their families comes from 
other places? Encourage linguistically diverse students 
and families to share stories using their first languages. 
Collect the stories and create a classroom album. 

• 로Pura Belpré’s books became the first mainstream Latinx 
storybooks published in the United States. Gather other 
bilingual texts and encourage students to explore new 
words and phrases in other languages. Ask students to 
consider how adding bilingual text affects a reader’s 
experience or a story’s tone.

• 로To learn more about Pura Belpré’s career at the New 
York Public Library (NYPL) and her published chil-
dren’s books, visit this NYPL blog post: “Pura Belpré,  
in Her Own Words: NYPL Celebrates Hispanic Heri-
tage Month” (https://www.nypl.org/blog/2013/09/13 
/pura-belpre-hispanic-heritage-month).

Related Books

Hohn, N. L. (2019). A likkle Miss Lou: How Jamaican poet 
Louise Bennett Coverley found her voice (E. Fernandes, 
Illus.). Owlkids Books. 

Markel, M. (2017). Balderdash! John Newbery and the boister-
ous birth of children’s books (N. Carpenter, Illus.). Chron-
icle Books. 

Paul, M. (2019). Little libraries, big heroes (J. Parra, Illus.). 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt/Clarion Books. 

Pinborough, J. (2013). Miss Moore thought otherwise: How Anne 

Carroll Moore created libraries for children (D. Atwell, Il-
lus.). Houghton Mifflin Harcourt/Houghton Mifflin. 

Alexander, Kwame. (2019). The Undefeated 
(Kadir Nelson, Illus.). Houghton Mifflin  
Harcourt. Unpaged. GR 2–5 and up. Poetry. 

In this beautifully illustrated tribute to Black Americans, key 
figures are boldly and authentically represented on the pag-
es as verses of an extended poem tell the history of African 
Americans through their pain and achievements. Famous 
quotes serve to inspire and give hope to the reader. The poem 
vividly depicts Black Americans who have risen to the top 
despite adversity such as slavery and racial injustice. The civil 
rights movement brought its own challenges and inequities 
yet also produced brave leaders. The poem leads into the 
current-day Black Lives Matter movement. The strong, cou-
rageous people depicted in this poem have overcome, with 
persistence and determination, the obstacles and adversities 
that stood in their way, to take their place in a country that is 
not so willing to accept them. Reviewed by Osha Lynette Smith

Teaching Suggestions

• 로Introduce students to historical individuals many may 
have not heard of before reading this book by reviewing 
the back matter, which includes information on the 
people and events depicted. Provide older students with 
a selection of biographies on characters referenced in the 
book, for a rich biography unit. Work with students to 
select a person from the book to research. Students can 
create multiple artifacts, such as a timeline of the per 
son’s life, an Instagram page, an advertisement for the  
book, or an interview with the person. Have students  
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present the projects to classmates, providing everyone 
with information on multiple people. 

• 로Type the words to the poem and print them for each 
student. Discuss with students the meaning of the 
poem and of terms such as “Black Lives Matter” and 
other possibly unfamiliar phrases. Discuss the author’s 
purpose and point of view with students. 

• 로Provide younger students with enlarged portraits, pasted 
on oak tag, of people from the book, providing addition-
al picturebooks and resources for each person selected. 
Have students work in small groups to add descriptive 
words and accomplishments to the portraits and display 
the collection of posters as inspiration for students.

Related Books

Hegedus, B. (2019). Rise! From caged bird to poet of the people, 
Maya Angelou (T. Engel, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Lyons, K. S. (2019). Sing a song: How “Lift every voice and 
sing” inspired generations (K. Mallett, Illus.). Penguin 
Random House/Penguin/Nancy Paulsen Books.

Nyong’o, L. (2019). Sulwe (V. Harrison, Illus.). Simon & Schuster. 
Wittenstein, B. (2019). A place to land: Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and the speech that inspired a nation (J. Pinkney, Il-
lus.). Holiday House/Neal Porter Books.

Athaide, Tina. (2019). Orange for the Sunsets. 
HarperCollins/Katherine Tegen Books. 328 pp. 
GR 4–8 and up. Historical fiction.  

In this story of friendship, love, and hope, two children and 
best friends, Asha and Yesofu, have grown up and played to-

gether all their lives. In 1972, their friendship is threatened 
when Ugandan president Idi Amin announces that Indians 
living in Uganda have 90 days to leave the country. Asha, an 
Indian, and Yesofu, an African, are forced to realize how those 
differences matter in their changing culture and how their 
families are endangered. Overnight, people in Entebbe see 
only differences, not their shared experiences. Asha struggles 
to maintain the life that is being taken from her. She refuses to 
see Yesofu as anyone other than her friend. The story evolves 
into one of fear, goodbyes, secrets, betrayal, and death. Are 
Asha and Yesofu strong enough to relinquish their friendship 
and let each other go? Reviewed by Osha Lynette Smith

Teaching Suggestions

• Older students could research the 90 days leading up to 
the expulsion of the Indians from Uganda, decreed by Idi 
Amin. Students could put their research into a pictorial 
timeline. The book does include a timeline, but students’ 
could include illustrations and additional research. 

• Have students write a reflective response to one of the 
following questions: Describe how your life would 
change if you were given 90 days to leave your home. 
Where would you go? What would you want to bring 
along with you to make your new country feel like 
home? Explain why you would bring each item. 

• Asha did not want to leave home and did things to 
delay her family’s departure. Do you think Asha did the 
right thing? Explain your response. Why do you think 
Asha and Yesofu clung so tightly to their friendship, 
despite the hardships it caused? Explain. 

• Generate a discussion regarding the similarities and dif-
ferences between what happened in August of 1972 and 
what is happening in the United States today in relation 
to the “Dreamers” and undocumented youth. Have 
students conduct research and hold a Socratic seminar 
to discuss this issue. 

Related Books

Kadohata, C. (2019). A place to belong. Simon & Schuster/
Atheneum/A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book.

Venkatraman, P. (2019). The bridge home. Penguin Random 
House/Penguin/Nancy Paulsen Books.

Warga, J. (2019). Other words for home. HarperCollins/Balzer 
+ Bray.

2020 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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Bryant, Jen. (2019). Feed Your Mind: A Story 
of August Wilson (Cannaday Chapman, Illus.). 
Abrams/Abrams Books for Young Readers.  
Unpaged. GR 1–4 and up. Biography.

Raised by his mother, who read to him every night in the 
“Little Harlem” section of Pittsburgh, Frederick August Kit-
tel Jr. developed a solid grounding in literature. An excellent 
student, Freddy attended Central Catholic High as the only 
Black ninth grader. But after enduring racial prejudice from 
students as well as teachers, he dropped out of school and 
found new life at the Carnegie Public Library. Reading wide-
ly, especially the work of Langston Hughes, Paul Laurence 
Dunbar, Ralph Ellison, and Richard Wright, inspired Freddy/
August to write poetry and plays of his own. Much later, his 
plays were performed on Broadway, and he won the Pulitzer 
Prize. Reviewed by Joyce Herbeck

Teaching Suggestions

• 로This book, like August Wilson’s plays, is in acts and 
scenes. Have students write the story of their life in acts 
and scenes. What are the big chunks of their lives that 
would be acts? How many scenes would be in each act? 
How many characters would be in each scene? Ask friends 
to play the parts, and act out the play for the class.

• One of Wilson’s strategies to find ideas for his poems was 
to hang out in pool halls or street corners and listen to  

 
the conversations of others. He copied down the words 
and phrases and made up stories to go with them. Ask 
students to listen to others talking, copy down exact 
quotes, and then use these pieces of conversations to 
create a poem or a play. 

• The book is written in poems. Each poem tells about a 
small time in Freddy/August’s life. Have students work in  
 small groups and choose a poem that is significant to them. 
They create a readers’ theater of the poem by dividing it 
up into both individual readings and group readings. After 
practice, they tell why they chose this particular poem, and 
then they perform the poem for the class.

Related Books

Barton, C. (2018). What do you do with a voice like that? The 
story of extraordinary congresswoman Barbara Jordan (E. 
Holmes, Illus.). Simon & Schuster/Beach Lane Books.

Becker, H. (2018). Counting on Katherine (D. Phumiruk, Il-
lus.). Macmillan/Henry Holt/Christy Ottaviano Books.

Hegedus, B. (2019). Rise! From caged bird to poet of the people, 
Maya Angelou (T. Engel, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Hopkinson, D. (2019). Carter reads the newspaper (D. Tate, 
Illus.). Peachtree.

Kimmelman, L. (2018). Write on, Irving Berlin! (D. C. Gard-
ner, Illus.). Sleeping Bear Press.

Churnin, Nancy. (2019). Martin & Anne:  
The Kindred Spirits of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

2020 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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and Anne Frank (Yevgenia Nayberg, Illus.).  
Creston Books. Unpaged. GR 3–5 and up.  
Biography. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Anne Frank were born in 
the same year on opposite sides of the globe. Each of them 
experienced hatred and violence in their lives. In spite of 
this, they both shared common dreams for a kinder world in 
which everyone could live together in harmony. This beau-
tifully illustrated text highlights the parallel lives of these 
two souls whose spoken and written words continue to in-
spire us today. Reviewed by Fran Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• 로Read the book aloud with the purpose of comparing 
the lives of Anne Frank and the Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Then, while discussing their lives, make a 
Venn diagram with students that compares and con-
trasts their lives.

• 로Martin Luther King Jr. and Anne Frank were both 
filled with hope for humanity. Have students work 
collaboratively to research photos and quotes of 
Frank and King that illustrate this hope. Create 
a collage that integrates these quotes and photos 
along with students’ own drawings to display and 
inspire others.

• 로King’s spoken words from his speeches and Frank’s 
written words from her diary continue to inspire 
people today. Discuss the power of the word and its 
ability to prompt reflection and even action. 

Related Texts

Gottesfeld, J. (2016). The tree in the courtyard: Looking 
through Anne Frank’s window (P. McCarty, Illus.). 
Penguin Random House/Alfred K. Knopf.

Miller, D., & Rubin, S. (2019). The cat who lived with Anne 
Frank (E. Baddeley, Illus.). Penguin Random House/
Philomel. 

Pincus, M. (2019). Miep and the most famous diary (J. So-
lano, Illus.). Sleeping Bear Press. 

Wittenstein, B. (2019). A place to land: Martin Luther 
King Jr. and the speech that inspired a nation (J. Pink-
ney, Illus.). Holiday House/Neal Porter Books.

Craft, Jerry. (2019). New Kid. Harper Collins/
Harper. 256 pp. Gr 3–7 and up. Contemporary 
fiction graphic novel. 

Jordan Banks wants to go to art school, but instead, his parents 
send him to a prestigious and exclusive middle school where things 
seem overwhelming. He uses his cartooning skills in this graphic 
novel to work out new issues. Can he make new friends and keep 
his old ones? Should he try to fit in or accept standing out as one 
of the few kids of color? These things are harder to figure out than 
choosing a meal at a Chinese restaurant: shrimp lo mein, pepper 
steak, or General Tso’s chicken. In the end, he takes the advice of 
his grandfather: “You don’t always have to choose, kiddo. Some-
times let yourself be happy.” Reviewed by Mary Ellen Oslick

Teaching Suggestions

• 로Have students create a “cultural x-ray” following the 
Worlds of Words project (more information is at https 
://wowlit.org/Documents/LangandCultureKitDocs 
/22CriticallyReadingtheWorld.pdf). Students first explore 
their own cultural identities. Then, they consider the 
complexities and uniqueness of different cultural groups—
both the surface levels of food, fashion, folklore, festivals, 
and famous people and the deeper levels of beliefs, values, 
and what matters. Finally, have students use this model to 
analyze how Craft created the complex character of Jordan.

• Have your class brainstorm ideas for two lists: how to 
welcome a new kid to your classroom and how to fit in 
as a new kid in your classroom.

2020 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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Related Books

Alexander, K. (2019). The crossover (D. Anyabwile, Illus.). 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

Telgemeier, R. (2016). Ghosts. Scholastic/Scholastic Kids/Graphix.
Williams, A. D. (2019). Genesis begins again. Simon & Schus-

ter/Atheneum/A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book. 

Engle, Margarita. (2019). Dreams From Many 
Rivers: A Hispanic History of the United States 
Told in Poems (Beatriz Gutierrez Hernandez, 
Illus.). Macmillan/Henry Holt/Godwin Books. 
208 pp. GR 5–9 and up. Historical fiction.

A Hispanic history of the United States starts in Puerto Rico, 
not Jamestown. Engle’s concise yet delicately detailed novel 
in verse, along with Hernandez’s sympathetic illustrations, 
provides the Hispanic history that is missing from textbooks. 
Indigenous Taino voices, along with Hispanic and Latino his-
torical figures (designated by a surname or title), bring this 
culture to life. Names that are not widely known (e.g., Eugene 
Calderon, Willie Velasquez, Frank del Olmo) are introduced 
as heroes of the Tuskegee Airmen, voter registration, and in-
vestigative reporting. Including the 2016 election, Hurricane 
Maria of 2017, new restrictions on Cuba, the end of the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy in 2018, 
and school shootings, this history is well researched and cur-
rent. Reviewed by Joyce Herbeck

Teaching Suggestions

• Engle cites several valuable sources for her research. 
One of these is the PBS series Latino Americans.  
Viewing selected parts of this in class would be a  

 
motivating experience before students select a topic for 
individual research.

• 로The book is divided into six parts: “Freedom (The 
Native People of Boriken: 1491)”; “Survivors (Conquest 
and Resistance: 1493–1812)”; “Independence for Some 
(Newly Independent Countries: 1822–1831)”; “Heroes 
(Fighting for Freedom: 1851–1898)”; “Yes, We Can! 
(Fighting for Justice and Inclusion: 1900–1999)”; and 
“For Our Lives (Current Times: 2001–2018).” Have 
students choose a period and prepare a readers’ theater 
performance of one of the poems. Have students pre-
pare background information about the person or event 
to present before the performance.

• With students, get to know this author through 
her YouTube video (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=PUkVjGhpyJY). Find the poems in Dreams 
From Many Rivers that refer to Cuba. Visit Margarita 
Engle’s website at www.margaritaengle.com.

Related Books

Engle, M. (2006). The poet slave of Cuba (S. Qualls, Illus.). 
Macmillan/Henry Holt.

Hill, L. (2010). Dave the potter: Artist, poet, slave (B. Collier, 
Illus.). Little, Brown.

Ho, V., & Skrypuch, M. F. (2018). Too young to escape: A 
Vietnamese girl waits to be reunited with her family. Pa-
jama Press.

Lai, T. (2013). Inside out and back again. HarperCollins.

Hale, Christy. (2019). Todos Iguales / All Equal: 
Un Corrido de Lemon Grove / A Ballad of Lemon 
Grove. Lee & Low Books/Children’s Book Press. 
Unpaged. GR 2–8 and up. Nonfiction. 

2020 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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In 1930, a Mexican American community in Lemon Grove, 
California, sent their children to school along with Anglo 
American children, and the students studied together peace-
fully. Author and illustrator Christy Hale recounts how the 
local school board was unsettled by the multicultural learning 
and worked to segregate the children, building a separate, in-
ferior school for Mexican American students. Disheartened 
by the school board’s actions, the community decided to take 
a stand. This picturebook, with illustrations inspired by “vin-
tage California citrus labels” and written in both Spanish and 
English, tells the story of Roberto Álvarez and his communi-
ty’s fight for equal education. Reviewed by Meredith Zepf

Teaching Suggestions

• Author and illustrator Christy Hale includes “Un 
corrido de Lemon Grove” in the front of the text and 
in the back matter list of corridos. Teach students about 
corridos using Hale’s description and then recite or sing 
the corrido with students. 

• After practicing and performing as a group, have 
student groups or partners write their own corridos. 
Students can create corridos about Lemon Grove, or 
about another subject matter they are studying.

• The back matter explains what life was like before and 
after the Lemon Grove court case. Have students use 
the book, and additional resources if desired, to create 
a flow chart of events from the account. Have students 
outline what happened before, during, and after the 
court case. 

• There are many brave men and women who have 
fought for desegregation throughout American histo-
ry. Assign students different court cases or historical 
figures to research and present to the class. Students can 
compare the court case and person they study to Lemon 
Grove and Roberto Álvarez. 

Related Books

Dominquez, A. (2018). How are you? ¿Como estas? MacMil-
lan/Henry Holt. 

Lyons, K. S. (2019). Sing a song: How “Lift every voice and 
sing” inspired generations (K. Mallett, Illus.). Penguin 
Random House/Penguin. 

Méndez, Y. S. (2019). Where are you from? (J. Kim, Illus.). 
HarperCollins/Harper. 

Tonatiuh, D. (2014). Separate is never equal. Abrams Books. 
Woodson, J. (2018). The day you begin (R. López, Illus.). Pen-

guin Random House/Penguin/Nancy Paulsen Books. 

Lee, Stacy. (2019). The Downstairs Girl. Penguin 
Random House/Penguin/G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 
375 pp. GR 6–8 and up. Historical fiction. 

In 1890 Atlanta, as Reconstruction was eclipsed by Jim Crow 
segregation, 17-year-old Chinese American Jo Kuan is offered 
a position as personal maid to wealthy and spoiled Caroline 
Paine. Living with her guardian under the publishing house 
of a weekly newspaper and longing to be a writer, she takes 
the nom de plume “Miss Sweetie” and creates an advice col-
umn for the newspaper. Negotiating the racism, sexism, and 
classism of a changing city, and taking care of her sick guard-
ian, Jo must keep her growing popularity as Miss Sweetie se-
cret, while solving the mystery of her parentage. The back 
matter includes information on Chinese immigration in the 
19th and 20th centuries. Reviewed by Sandip Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• Read the book with students and ask them to decide on 
objects they think Jo would keep as treasures. Create a 
display of those objects with a card describing how the 
object represents something in Jo’s life. 
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• Jo writes an advice column in the weekly newspa-
per. Read columns she has written that are at the 
beginning of different chapters. Read the chapter 
that inspired Jo to write the first column, about 
young women inviting men to events. Have students 
brainstorm social issues in their school. Model for 
students an advice column to help with those issues. 
Then have students work in pairs to write an advice 
column solving one of the issues.

• The book’s chapters are scenes like plays within the 
bigger story. Read one of the chapters, such as the 
one where Jo takes a news article to the publisher at 
night and keeps her back to him so he doesn’t see her 
and changes her voice so he doesn’t recognize her. 
Write the chapter from the viewpoint of Jo. What is 
she thinking? Then write from the publisher’s per-
spective. What is he thinking about this person who 
delivers the columns?

Related Books

Crowder, M. (2015). Audacity. Penguin Random House/ 
Penguin/Philomel.

Freedman, R. (2014). Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt/Clarion Books.

Hess, M. (2016). War outside. Little, Brown.
Kadohata, C. (2019). A place to belong. Simon & Schuster/

Atheneum/A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book.

Leung, Julie. (2019). Paper Son: The Inspiring 
Story of Tyrus Wong, Immigrant and Artist (Chris 
Sasaki, Illus.). Penguin Random House/Random 

House/Schwartz & Wade Books. Unpaged. GR 
2–8 and up. Biography.  

Tyrus Wong boarded the SS China with his father, papers 
in hand, eager to begin a life in “Golden Mountain.” Once 
a citizen of the United States, Wong worked tirelessly to 
create art that reflected both his homeland and Golden 
Mountain, despite the many obstacles that he faced. Hard-
ly credited for his work, Wong did not allow his adversities 
to defeat him, and he continued to pursue his passion for 
art. This story is one of an immigrant whose determina-
tion and talent inspired generations of future artists. Re-

viewed by Meredith Zepf

Teaching Suggestions

• Wong worked to memorize an identity in order to 
pass immigration interrogations at Angel Island. Invite 
students to simulate the thoughts and feelings that 
Wong experienced during his journey to the United 
States. Assign students roles and partners. Give one 
student a role of a paper son or daughter and a reason-
able amount of time to learn their personal facts. Give 
the other student a set of questions, allowing them 
to add similar questions if desired. Students will play 
the parts of interrogators and paper sons or daughters. 
After the activity, allow time for reflection. 

• Wong was an artist, practicing his calligraphy and 
artistic styles on whatever he could, whenever he could. 
Give students newspapers, black watercolor paint, and 
brushes. Project Chinese characters and allow students 
to practice painting. 

• Tyrus Wong’s story is one of many; allow students to 
use related books and online sources to learn about 
other Americans whose stories, like Wong’s, are not 
commonly known. 

Related Books

Engle, M. (2019). Dancing hands: How Teresa Carreño played 
the piano for President Lincoln (R. Lopez, Illus.). Simon 
& Schuster/Atheneum. 

Kimmelman, L. (2018). Write on, Irving Berlin! (D. C. Gard-
ner, Illus.). Sleeping Bear Press. 

Kuklin, S. (2019). We are here to stay: Voices of undocumented 
young adults. Candlewick Press.

2020 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY

The Dragon Lode Volume 39, Number 1, pp 33-52, 2020. © CL/R SIG ISSN 1098-6448



42
THE DRAGON LODE // 39:1 // 2020

Macy, Sue. (2019). The Book Rescuer: How  
a Mensch From Massachusetts Saved Yiddish  
Literature for Generations to Come (Stacy  
Innerst, Illus.). Simon & Schuster/A Paula  
Wiseman Book. 48 pp. GR 2–8 and up.  
Nonfiction.

Many children look up to the relatives that came before them, 
relishing in the stories that shaped their family’s history. Aar-
on Lansky was no different. In this breathtaking picturebook, 
Lansky’s passion for literature and preservation is recount-
ed. His interest in the Yiddish language and his Jewish roots 
sparked his lifelong quest to save the world’s Yiddish liter-
ature. With the help of people from all parts of the world, 
Aaron Lansky was able to save books that were quickly disap-
pearing. His mission was much more than simply preserving 
books: He was also preserving the history and language of the 
Jewish culture. Reviewed by Meredith Zepf

Teaching Suggestions

• Lansky developed a deep passion for literature and the 
preservation of a language. Instruct students to think of a 
story or book that they wouldn’t want to lose. Why is this 
text important to them? Why is it worth saving? How can 
they ensure the preservation of their favorite book? 

• Lansky saved books that were a part of the Jewish cul-
ture. Help students understand the value of other cul-
tures by checking out picturebooks in other languages 
or written by culturally diverse authors. Allow students 
to look at the texts through a gallery walk. What can 
they learn from the texts and authors? How are they 

different from the books and authors that they enjoy 
reading? How can different languages enhance the text? 
Lead students in a discussion about the importance of 
literature and its place in history. 

• Aaron Lansky was fascinated with his Jewish heritage 
and culture. Assign students a heritage research project. 
Provide students with online resources to research their 
own history and culture. Students can create questions 
and interview members of their families to better under-
stand their family history. Once research has been con-
ducted, allow students to share what they have learned 
about themselves with the class. 

Related Books

Denise, A. A. (2019). Planting stories: The life of librarian and 
storyteller Pura Belpré (P. Escobar, Illus.). HarperCollins/
Harper. 

Mora, P. (2018). Bookjoy, wordjoy (R. Colón, Illus.). Lee & 
Low Books. 

Pincus, M. (2019). Miep and the most famous diary: The wom-
an who rescued Anne Frank’s diary (J. Solano, Illus.). 
Sleeping Bear Press. 

Roth, S. L., & Abouraya, K. L. (2012). Hands around the 
library: Protecting Egypt’s treasured books. Penguin Ran-
dom House/Penguin/Dial Books. 

Wilson, J. (2019). Our future: How kids are taking action. Sec-
ond Story Press. 
 

Maillard, Kevin Noble. (2019). Fry Bread: A 
Native American Family Tradition. Juana Mar-
tinez-Neal (Illus.). Roaring Brook Press. Un-
paged. GR PK–4 and up. Contemporary fiction.
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A grandmother cooks fry bread with young family members 
in this book with narrative told in verse. Maillard explains 
the meaning of this postcolonial food shared by North 
American Indian cultures as he highlights its historical and 
cultural significance. A member of the Seminole Nation, 
Mekusukey band, Maillard writes that “the story of fry bread 
is the story of American Indians: embracing community and 
culture in the face of opposition.” The double-spread “Fry 
Bread Is Nation” includes the names of 573 Native Ameri-
can tribes, which are also repeated on the end sheets—a list 
that challenges common perceptions about the extinction 
of Indigenous people in North America. Martinez-Neal’s 
illustrations, rendered in acrylics and pencil, highlight the 
diversity of Indigenous people in America. The eight pages 
of the author’s note correspond to the bright illustrations, 
adding details about fry bread and its complex history. Re-

viewed by Ann Digiacomo

Teaching Suggestions

• Creating special food is an intergenerational affair in Fry 
Bread, Amy Wu and the Perfect Boa, and Leila in Saffron. 
Facilitate student discussion about food or meals cher-
ished by their families. Ask them to describe specific 
cultural activities they participate in. Have students in-
terview family members about the origins or history of 
these family treasures or events and share their findings 
with the class. Encourage linguistically diverse students 
and families to include words and phrases from their 
first language in the work.

• Maillard writes that fry bread is about history. An elder 
in the book tells children about a long walk from stolen 
land. In 1830, Congress passed the Indian Removal 
Act, which forced the relocation of thousands of Native 
Americans along what became known as the Trail of 
Tears. Share National Geographic’s Indian Removal 
Act map (https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/
may28/indian-removal-act/), differentiating instruction 
and map work across grade levels. 

• In the author’s note, Maillard writes, “Native America is 
not a past history of vanished people and communities. 
We are still here.” Before reading the book, ask students, 
“What do American Indians wear? Where do they live?” 
Discussion could move to a discussion of the diversity 
of modern American Indians.  

• The Global Oneness Project offers free multicultural 
resources for secondary students. To build teachers’ and 
high school students’ background knowledge, review 
multiple resources (photo essays, films, articles, lesson 
plans) on Native American history at the Global One-
ness Project website (https://www.globalonenessproject 
.org/library?f%5B%5D=field_edu_subject%3A1163 
&load=15).

Related Books

Guidroz, R. (2019). Leila in saffron (D. Mirtalipova, Illus.). 
Simon & Schuster/Salaam Reads. 

Hopkins, L. B. (Ed.). (2019). I remember: Poems and pictures 
of heritage (P. Barragán, Illus.). Lee & Low Books. 

Saeed, A. (2019). Bilal cooks daal (A. Syed, Illus.). Simon & 
Schuster/Salaam Reads. 

Sorell, T. (2018). We are grateful: Otsaliheliga (F. Lessac, Il-
lus.). Charlesbridge. 

Zhang, K. (2019). Amy Wu and the perfect bao (C. Chua, Il-
lus.). Simon & Schuster/Aladdin. 

Meddour, Wendy. (2019). Lubna and Pebble 
(Daniel Egnéus, Illus.). Penguin Random House/
Random House/Dial Books. Unpaged. GR K–4 
and up. Contemporary fiction.

A shiny gray pebble found on a beach becomes Lubna’s only 
treasure before arriving at a refugee camp, the World of Tents. 
The pebble, with a happy face drawn upon it, soon becomes 
Lubna’s friend, listening to her stories of war and smiling at her 
when she feels scared. After Amir arrives at the camp and Lubna 
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learns that she is leaving for a new home, she makes a difficult 
choice to offer Amir comfort. This beautifully illustrated refugee 
story shows the power of kindness. Reviewed by Fran Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• After reading the book aloud, ask children to share 
about their specially loved stuffed animals, blankets, 
or objects. How do these things help provide comfort? 
How is this the same for Lubna?

• Take students outdoors on a rock hunt. Set up a paint 
station to personalize the rocks, creating special rock 
friends. The Artists Helping Children website provides 
ideas for making things with stones (https://www.artist-
shelpingchildren.org/rockscraftspebblesstonescraftskids.
html). Children may choose to give their painted rocks 
to another child as an act of kindness. 

• Read one or more of the related texts on refugees to 
increase children’s understanding of refugees and foster 
empathy for these children. 

Related Books

Davies, N. (2018). The day war came (R. Cobb, Illus.). Can-
dlewick Press.

Del Rizzo, S. (2017). My beautiful birds. Pajama Press. 
Gravel, E. (2019). What is a refugee? Penguin Random House/

Random House/Schwartz & Wade.
McCarney, R. (2017). Where will I live? Second Story Press.
Ruurs, M. (2016). Stepping stones: A refugee family’s journey 

(N. A. Badr, Illus.). Orca Books. 

McManis, Charlene Willing, with Traci Sorell. 
Indian No More. Lee & Low Books/Tu Books. 
209 pp. GR 3–5. Historical fiction.

This novel details the experiences of Regina Petit, an Umpqua 
Native American who grew up on the Grande Ronde reser-
vation, 30 miles west of Salem, Oregon, where families have 
lived and shared cultural traditions for generations. In 1957, 
after the Federal government implements a law saying her 
tribe no longer exists, Regina and her family move to Los 
Angeles as part of the Federal Indian Relocation Program. 
Regina is in a new world as she experiences racism toward her 
and her friends. Her father believes that by working hard to 
establish a new identity, the family will be treated like other 
Americans. Drawing upon her life, McManis shows how Re-
gina defines her identity while remaining true to herself in the 
civil rights era. The back matter includes a note from Traci 
Sorell providing context for the novel and an editor’s note 
describing her experience with the book. Reviewed by Anne Katz

Teaching Suggestions

• Read Charlene Willing McManis’s author’s note and 
review photos from her childhood. Discuss with stu-
dents how McManis’s personal identity (Umpqua tribal 
heritage) influenced the development of the character 
of Regina. Discuss what students notice in the photo-
graphs and their role in the novel. Consider similarities 
between the journeys of the real Charlene Willing 
McManis and the fictional Regina Petit by exploring 
the website of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
(https://www.grandronde.org/). Have students divide 
into small groups to research this information in more 
depth and present what they learn to classmates.

• Charlene Willing McManis received a mentorship 
with award-winning poet and author Margarita Engle 
through the organization We Need Diverse Books in 
2016. With students, study the We Need Diverse Books 
website (https://diversebooks.org/) and have them share 
what they learn.

• Have students invite family members to class to share 
old photographs or keepsakes and tell stories about 
them. Invite students to write a letter to a relative re-
questing an anecdote from the family chronicle that can 
be shared with the group.

• After exploring resources from the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of the American Indian and Native 
Knowledge 360° (https://americanindian.si.edu 
/nk360), with new perspectives on Native American  
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history, cultures, and contemporary lives, customize one 
of the lesson plans to share with students.

Related Books

Day, C. (2019). I can make this promise. HarperCollins/Quill 
Tree Books.

Hopkins, L. B. (Ed.). (2019). I remember: Poems and pictures 
of heritage (P. Barragán, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Maillard, K. N. (2019). Fry bread: A Native American family 
story (J. Martinez-Neal, Illus.). Roaring Brook Press. 

Paul, Miranda (Ed.). (2019). Thanku: Poems of 
Gratitude (Marlena Myles, Illus.). Lerner/Mil-
brook Press. Unpaged. GR PK–4 and up. Poetry. 

Paul’s heartfelt anthology of 32 poems, all different in style and 
form, by 32 renowned authors, explores the concept of grati-
tude and ways of expressing it. The poems explore such diverse 
topics as scars, broken shoes, sunsets, falling leaves, and things 
we take for granted. Myles’s computer-generated single- and 
double-page illustrations contextualize the poems. Color, val-
ue, and hues enhance their message and project their mood 
and tone. The back matter includes descriptions of the literary 
devices and poetic forms used by each poet, along with short 
biographical information. Students will revel in these poems, 
reading and rereading them, and be encouraged to write their 
own. While this book is about gratitude, it is also about gener-
osity in spirit and mind. Reviewed by Yvonne Sui-Runyan

Teaching Suggestions

• Since Thanku contains 32 different kinds of poems, 
read each poem aloud to students during different read-
aloud times. Be sure to display this book and make it  

 
available for students to peruse—which they will if it is 
accessible to them.

• To learn more about this book from Miranda Paul and 
Marlena Myles, go to Smith’s official website: https 
://cynthialeitichsmith.com/2019/05/poetry-anthology 
-editor-illustrator-interview-miranda-paul-marlena 
-myles/. Discuss new learning students discover.

• Share back matter with students, reading and discuss-
ing how the parts add to the reading of the poem. This 
book is a stellar resource. Read Miranda Paul’s “Editor’s 
Note to Educators and Parents.” Students like to be on 
the “inside” and learn about what authors communicate 
to educators and parents. 

• Encourage students to write their own poems and  
stories of gratitude. 

Related Books

Grimes, N. (2006). Thanks a million (C. A. Cabrera, Illus.). 
Scholastic. 

McKissack, P. (2019). What is given from the heart (A. Har-
rison, Illus.). Penguin Random House/Random House/
Schwartz & Wade. 

Sorell, T. (2018). We are grateful: Otsaliheliga (F. Lessac, Il-
lus.). Charlesbridge. 

Swamp. C. J. (1997). Giving thanks: A Native American good 
morning message (E. Printup Jr., Illus.). Lee & Low Books. 

Nagai, Mariko. (2019). Under the Broken Sky. 
Macmillan/Henry Holt/Christy Ottaviano Books. 
293 pp. GR 6–8 and up. Historical fiction. 
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Written in free verse, this insightful novel tells the expe-
riences of two Japanese orphans in Manchuria, near the 
border of the Soviet Union, at the end of World War II. 
During the war, 12-year-old Natsu, her father, and her 
younger sister actually get to live a quiet farm life. How-
ever, when tides turn and it becomes evident that Japan is 
losing the war, their father is recruited into the Japanese 
army. Natsu and her little sister must flee their home to 
seek refuge from war-torn cities. Reviewed by Junko Sakoi

Teaching Suggestions

• Learn about the historical background of Japan’s quest 
for empire from 1930 to 1945 from the BBC (http://
www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/japan_
quest_empire_01.shtml) and the U.S. Department of 
State (https://history.state.gov/milestones/1921-1936/
mukden-incident).

• Select one character. Write a “Where I’m From” poem 
from that character’s point of view to develop an in-
depth understanding of the character’s feelings, family 
relationships, circumstances, and perspectives. 

Related Books

Kadohata, C. (2019). A place to belong. Simon & Schuster/
Atheneum/A Caitlyn Dlouhy Book. 

Meyer, M. (2015). In Manchuria: Journeys across China’s 
northeast frontier. Bloomsbury. 

Park, L. (2002). When my name was Keoko. Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt/Clarion Books. 

Rusch, Elizabeth. (2019). Mario and the Hole in 
the Sky: How a Chemist Saved Our Planet (Te-
resa Martinez, Illus.). Charlesbridge. Unpaged. 
GR 1–4 and up. Biography.

As a boy in Mexico City, fascinated with chemistry, Ma-
rio Molina examined everything from chilis in salsa to 
toothpaste under a microscope given to him on his eighth 
birthday. At boarding school in Switzerland, Molina con-
tinued his experiments, sometimes producing fireworks 
of multicolored sparks. Wondering whether chemicals 
that seemed harmless were safe, he studied chemistry in 
American and German universities. In 1973, while he was 
a teacher, he and fellow chemist Sherwood Rowland con-
ducted research on chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and ozone 
and found that millions of products were destroying the 
ozone layer, which could lead to deadly solar radiation and 
destroy plant and animal life. Thanks to their work, nearly 
every country in the world agreed to stop making CFCs, 
promoting a complete healing of the ozone layer by 2070. 
Today Dr. Molina’s concern is global warming. He believes 
that when countries work together, they can solve global 
problems: “We saved our planet once. We can do it again.” 
Reviewed by Ann Digiacomo

Teaching Ideas

• Planet Aid (https://www.planetaid.org/blog/healing-
the-ozone-layer) is a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to protecting the ozone layer. Students can read news 
on the ozone hole, view graphics and videos, and review 
ozone hole history.

• Visit NASA’s Climate Kids (https://climatekids.nasa.
gov) for kid-friendly weather and climate facts, videos, 
and games. Discuss descriptions of green careers.

• Invite students to write a letter to Elizabeth Rusch. In 
preparation, have students list and talk about questions 
they have for her about Molina’s life, the ozone layer, or 
other environmental concerns. 

• Invite students to create mini-campaigns to raise 
awareness of environmental concerns. These cam-
paigns could include posters or flyers, presentations, 
and letters to school and government officials. Older 
students can brainstorm how to use social media 
platforms to best convey their message. They can cre-
ate social media campaigns with Piktochart, Adobe 
Spark, or other applications and create infographics 
to convey information about global warming or other 
environmental concerns. 
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Related Books

Becker, H. (2018). Counting on Katherine: How Katherine 
Johnson saved Apollo 13 (D. Phumiruk, Illus.). Macmil-
lan/Henry Holt/Christy Ottaviano Books. 

Johnson, J. C. (2010). Seeds of change: Planting a path to peace 
(S. L. Sadler, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Gholz, S. (2019). The boy who grew a forest (K. Harren, Il-
lus.). Sleeping Bear Press. 

Wilson, J. (2019). Our future: How kids are taking action (J. 
Wilson, Illus.). Second Story Press. 

Winter, J. (2019). Our house is on fire: Greta Thunberg’s call 
to save the planet (J. Winter, Illus.). Simon & Schuster/
Beach Lane Books.

Salazar, Aida. (2019). The Moon Within. Scho-
lastic/Arthur A. Levine Books. 240 pp. GR 3–7 
and up. Contemporary fiction.

In Salazar’s debut verse novel, Celi Rivera explores her com-
ing-of-age struggles. As her body develops, she knows she is 
closer to the traditional Mexica “moon ceremony” her mother 
wants to give her to celebrate her first period. The idea of this 
rite of passage is humiliating to Celi and she wants to avoid 
it, but she also knows how much it means to her mother and 
their Latinx community. Additionally, Celi feels torn when 
her first crush makes harmful and hateful remarks about her 
gender-fluid best friend. In the end, Celi must make some 
tough choices about who she wants to be as a young lady and 
who she cares for. Reviewed by Mary Ellen Oslick

Teaching Suggestions

• Welcoming Schools (a project of the Human Rights 
Campaign Foundation; http://www.welcomingschools.
org/) has easy-to-use lesson plans regarding how gender 
stereotyping impacts all children. All lesson plans are 
aligned with CCSS and span Grades K–8. 

• Have students create a biopoem using a template from 
ReadWriteThink (http://www.readwritethink.org/files 
/resources/lesson_images/lesson398/biopoem.pdf ). 
Allow students to share and discuss differences and 
commonalities. 

• Compare and contrast The Moon Within and another 
coming-of-age text, such as a film, television show, nov-
el, or short story. What are the indicators of such texts? 

Related Books

Behar, Ruth. (2017). Lucky broken girl. Penguin Random 
House/Nancy Paulsen Books. 

Gino, A. (2017). George. Scholastic.
Medina, M. (2018). Merci Suarez changes gears. Candlewick.
Thorn, T. (2019). It feels good to be yourself. (N. Grigni, Il-

lus.). Macmillan/Henry Holt.

Sorell, Traci. (2019). At the Mountain’s Base 
(Weshoyot Alvitre, Illus.). Penguin Random 
House/Penguin/Kokila. GR 2–6 and up.  
Historical fiction.

An American Indian woman serving as a pilot in the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) of World War 
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II occupies the thoughts and hopes of the women in her 
family, who miss her and pray for her safe return. Alvitre’s 
illustrations, rendered in gouache, watercolor, and ink, de-
picting the warmth of the hearth and home of the women, 
are interwoven with dramatic aerial illustrations of the air 
force service pilot who faces personal dangers while serv-
ing as a WASP. The women at home weave threads spread 
across the pages to show the connections and love among 
the women—threads at times framing the figures and at 
other times forming fabric, and that are, in the end sheets, 
knotted together. The author’s note describes one unsung 
Indian woman who carried out dangerous missions in 
World War II. Reviewed by Sandip Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• Women who contributed to the U.S. efforts in World 
War II may be unfamiliar to students. Have students 
explore the list of WASPs on the website Wings Across 
America (http://www.wingsacrossamerica.us/2008/
roster_08.htm). Have students discuss what they notice 
about the chart of women. They will find the name of 
the woman who is referenced in Sorell’s book.

• Watch interviews of WASPs (also on Wings Across Amer-
ica: http://www.wingsacrossamerica.us/wings/) and have 
students discuss how the stories the pilots tell are different 
from or similar to the story of the pilot in Sorell’s book. 
What do students notice about the women’s experiences 
in comparison to those of the woman in the book?

• One of the women in the interviews says that “love has 
no boundaries and no frontiers.” Have students discuss 
how that statement relates to the story of the book. 
Have students select other quotations of the women 
that they can relate to the book.

Related Books

Engle, M. (2018). The flying girl: How Aída de Acosta learned 
to soar (S. Palacios, Illus.). Simon & Schuster/Athene-
um. 

Maillard, K. N. (2019). Fry bread: A Native American family 
story (J. Martinez-Neal, Illus.). Roaring Brook.

Pearson, P. O’Connell. (2018). Fly girls: The daring American 
women pilots who helped win WWII. Simon & Schuster. 

Sorell, T. (2018). We are grateful: Otsaliheliga (F. Lessac, Il-
lus.). Charlesbridge.

Temple, Kate, & Temple, Jol. (2019). Room on 
Our Rock: There Are Two Sides to Every Story 
(Terri Rose Baynton, Illus.). EDC/Kane Miller. 
Unpaged. GR PK–2 and up. Fiction.

Room on Our Rock is about perspective in all aspects of life, 
with its story of sharing and having compassion for others. 
Reading from front to back shows the perspective of the seals, 
who won’t share their rock. But reading the book from back to 
front shows the seals welcoming others and sharing their rock. 
The book shows the effects of words and gestures to include or 
exclude, reject or accept others in everyday life. It sheds light on 
the ways in which we interact with others and how our inter-
actions create either peace and harmony or conflict and harm. 
Double-spread illustrations weave text and art into an inte-
grated message. Boynton’s use of color and her brushstrokes 
encapsulate the seals’ mood and the seagulls’ facial expressions 
and body language. The illustrations express the movement of 
ocean currents and waves. Young readers and adults have said, 
“Read it again!” Reviewed by Yvonne Sui-Runyan

Teaching Suggestions

• After reading this book aloud to the class at least twice, 
set it in a special place and invite students to read it 
alone or with others. Encourage students to notice the 
details in the two-page illustrations and how words and 
illustrations are both needed in this book. 

• Because this book is about perspective, discuss what 
perspective is and how it influences our lives and 
interactions with other people. Share this book with an 
art teacher who can engage students in lessons about 
perspective to deepen their thinking about the meaning 
of perspective.  
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• To expand students’ understanding of perspective, 
involve them in doing art and photography. Have them 
draw or photograph an object or scene from various 
perspectives. Have students add a timeline of events to 
mark milestones and discuss how these events impacted 
social mores and perspectives. 

• Discuss the various ways humanity has advanced 
because of new perspectives in science, such as aeronau-
tics, astronomy, and biology. Examine the roles of wom-
en in fields of science, and particularly in developing 
new perspectives in science; some examples of scientists 
are Ada Lovelace, Rosalind Franklin, Chien-Shiung Wu, 
and Jocelyn Bell. 

Related Books

Gunti. E. (2019). A place to stay: A shelter story (E. Meza, 
Illus.). Barefoot Books. 

Miller, P. D. (2018). Be kind (J. Hill, Illus.). Macmillan/Roar-
ing Brook Press.

Smith. T. E. (2019). Here and there (E. Daviddi, Illus.). Bare-
foot Books.

Woodson, J. (2001). The other side (E. B. Lewis, Illus.). Pen-
guin Group/Putnam/G.P. Putnam’s Sons. 

Tonatiuh, Duncan. (2019). Soldier for Equal-
ity: José de la Luz Saénz and the Great War. 
Abrams/Abrams Books for Young Readers. 
Unpaged. GR 1–3 and up. Biography. 

Tonatiuh chronicles the life of José de la Luz Saénz (known as 
“Luz”), a teacher, social justice activist, and literacy advocate. 
As a child in Texas, when Luz stood up for a peer who was 

bullied for his Mexican heritage, his father was not pleased 
with his fighting but encouraged him to be proud of his her-
itage. After becoming a teacher, Luz joined the army in 1914 
out of a sense of duty to his country. In Europe, he studied 
French and was assigned to translating messages received in 
the Intelligence Office, where he also taught English to Mex-
ican American soldiers. After the war, Luz continued teach-
ing while working with Mexican American veterans and civil 
rights leaders in Texas to cofound the League of United Lat-
in American Citizens (LULAC), an organization that fights 
prejudice and promotes equality—now the oldest Latinx civil 
rights organization in the United States. The back matter in-
cludes timelines of Luz’s involvement in the Great War and 
in LULAC, an author’s note, and selected sources. Reviewed 

by Anne Katz

Teaching Suggestions

• Review the glossary of Spanish vocabulary and defi-
nitions before reading the book, and watch Duncan 
Tonatiuh discuss the book and his unique illustration 
style to explore the context for reading (https://kidlit.
tv/2019/09/storymakers-with-duncan-tonatiuh-sol-
dier-for-equality/). Tonatiuh says his books honor the 
past but are relevant to children now. Discuss with 
students their understanding of this statement.

• Luz stays true to his beliefs and cultural heritage in spite 
of adversity and discrimination. Discuss with students 
their understanding of Tonatiuh’s statement that Luz 
knew “knowledge was a weapon that helped you defend 
yourself against those who were mean to you and ig-
nored your rights.” Have students implement one of the 
“Do Something” performance tasks from Teaching Tol-
erance (https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/
student-tasks/do-something).

• Soldier for Equality is based in part on Luz’s diary during 
World War I. Do a close reading of the United States’ 
and Luz’s involvement in World War I and the time-
line of LULAC. Then, have small groups of students 
examine a section and compose a diary entry from Luz’s 
point of view, an activity encouraging students to place 
themselves in Luz’s shoes.

• Visit the LULAC website (https://lulac.org/) with 
students and discuss findings from the resources and 
national programs (https://lulac.org/programs/). 
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• Consider the points that Tonatiuh raises in an inter-
view with PBS News Hour (“A Mexican-American 
Artist on Why More Brown Faces Are Needed in 
Children’s Books,” https://www.pbs.org/newshour/
arts/mexican-american-artist-brown-faces-needed-chil-
drens-books). Invite students to discuss whether they 
see themselves in the books that they read. View the 
interview with NBC (“Duncan Tonatiuh Wants Latino 
Children to See Themselves in Books,” https://www.
nbcnews.com/news/latino/duncan-tonatiuh-wants-lati-
no-childrensee-themselves-books-n136901 ) and com-
pare its points to the points made in the PBS program.

Related Books

Bryan, A. (2019). Infinite hope: A Black artist’s journey from 
World War II to peace. Simon & Schuster/Atheneum/A 
Caitlyn Dlouhy Book.

Denise, A. A. (2019). Planting stories: The life of librarian and 
storyteller Pura Belpré (P. Escobar, Illus.). Harper Col-
lins/Harper. 

Engle, M. (2019). Dancing hands: How Teresa Carreño played 
the piano for President Lincoln (R. Lopez, Illus.). Simon 
& Schuster/Atheneum.

Venkatraman, Padma. (2019). The Bridge Home. 
Penguin Random House/Penguin/Nancy Paulsen 
Books. 194 pp. GR 5 and up. Realistic fiction.

After seeing her mother continually abused by her father, Viji 
becomes the object of her father’s drunken anger one night. 
Before light the next morning, Viji packs her few belongings, 
and she and her sister, Rukku, join the thousands of India’s 

homeless children who live in Chennai, India. Although Ruk-
ku is one year older than Viji, she “felt like a younger sister” (p. 
3) and also looked younger because of her “wide eyes and snub 
nose” (p. 3). Viji protects Rukku and leads them to a safe place 
to sleep, where they meet two other homeless children, Arul 
and Muthu. The four bond and form a unique family to face 
challenges together, surviving in a city of millions of people, 
many of whom are homeless. Reviewed by Joyce Herbeck

Teaching Suggestions

• One of the daily challenges of the children is hunger. 
Venkatraman’s detail in describing an orange that the 
children acquire is luscious. “I felt its weight, its perfect 
ripeness—not too soft, not too firm. I breathed in its 
citrus scent. I started to peel it, noticing things I’d never 
noticed before: how the leathery peel isn’t colored the 
same all the way through, how the papery sections 
inside feel like leafy veins, how the pulp is shaped 
like raindrops. When, at last, I placed a section in my 
mouth, I could hear it burst as my teeth met the flesh, 
squeezing the juice out onto my tongue, tart at first and 
then sweet” (p. 45). We often take food for granted. 
Give each student an orange or other fruit and ask them 
to observe and write a description of its look, feel, smell, 
sound, and taste after they talk about their observations.

• The setting of the novel is Chennai, India. Have students 
locate India on a world map and find Chennai. Have them 
look at websites that describe the climate and population 
of the city. Visit the website “Ten Best Things to Do in 
Chennai” (https://theculturetrip.com/asia/india/arti-
cles/20-must-visit-attractions-in-chennai-india/) to view 
aspects of the setting. Ask students to imagine how they 
would survive on the streets of Chennai.

• Many words in languages indigenous to India are used 
in the story and are listed in a glossary in the front 
matter. Ask students to focus on common words such 
as “yes,” “mother,” “father,” “house,” and “greeting.” 
Explore what these words are in other languages, such as 
French and Spanish. With partners, have students hold 
a brief conversation using these terms.

Related Books

Gunti, E. (2019). A place to stay: A shelter story (E. Meza, 
Illus.). Barefoot Books.
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Hiranandani, V. (2018). The night diary. Penguin Random 
House/Random House/Dial Books.

Johnson, T., & Fontanot de Rhoads, M. E. (2019). Beast 
rider: A boy’s journey across the border: A novel. Abrams/
Amulet Books.

Mills, D., & Alva, A. (2018). La frontera: Elviaje con papa: My 
journey with papa (C. Navarro, Illus.). Barefoot Books.

Morales, Y. (2018). Dreamers. Holiday House/Neal Porter 
Books.

Villalobos, Juan Pablo. (2019). The Other Side: 
Stories of Central American Teen Refugees Who 
Dream of Crossing the Border (Rosalind Harvey, 
Trans.). MacMillan/Farrar Straus Giroux. 140 
pp. GR 6–10 and up. Nonfiction.

This collection of first-person narratives of children aged 10 
to 17, the result of Villalobos’s interviews in Los Angeles and 
New York, details harrowing and breathtaking accounts chil-
dren experienced in their journeys from life-threatening con-
ditions to safety, family, and new lives in the United States. 
The individual stories include details and dialogues that in-
dicate the complexities of the young people’s lives, as well as 
their visions for their future. Mariana says, “My dream has 
always been to study, to be someone important—not to be 
famous, but to get by” (p. 121). The back matter includes bi-
ographical material on the young people whose stories appear 
in the chapters, when they immigrated and where they are 
now, and a glossary of terms. Reviewed by Sandip Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• Read the back matter with students before reading the 
book, introducing them to the author and his process 
in writing the book. Then, read one of the stories, dis-
cussing what students learn about the young people’s 
journeys. Continue this reading, charting the different 
stories that are told. As they read the accounts, discuss 
with students the differences and commonalities 
among them and what they learn about the young 
people’s lives.

• Have students interview their family members about 
any times they have had to leave their homes and travel 
to another place. Have students inquire about the 
migrations of grandparents and great-grandparents, 
finding out the reasons for their journey and what chal-
lenges they faced in travel, weather, and finding food, or 
if traveling by car, in finding fuel and repairing it. The 
details of families can show resourcefulness, courage, 
and an ability to face the unexpected. Have students 
compare the migrations of their families to those of a 
young person in the collection.

• In reading the chapters of the different narratives with 
students, include a focus on the experiences and hopes 
of the immigrants. Have small groups of readers select 
one of the chapters and practice a readers’ theater pre-
sentation that includes a narrator and multiple indi-
viduals, including those in the narrative of the person’s 
interview.

• With older readers, explore the website Center for Im-
migration Studies (https://cis.org/Report/Mexicos 
-Forgotten-Southern-Border) and examine the chart of 
immigrants over the last 20 years. Discuss with students 
what the statistics show and how the findings influence 
their current understanding of immigration to North 
America.

Related Books

Amado, E. (2019). Manuelito: A graphic novel (A. Urias, Il-
lus.). Annick Press. 

Argueta, J. (2019). Caravan to the north: Misrael’s long walk 
(M. Monroy, Illus.). House of Anansi/Groundwood.

Kuklin, S. (2019). We are here to stay: Voices of undocumented 
young adults. Candlewick Press.
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Johnson, T., & Fontanot de Rhoads, M. E. (2019). Beast 
rider: A boy’s journey across the border. Abrams/Amulet 
Books.

Warga, Jasmine. (2019). Other Words for Home. 
HarperCollins/Balzer + Bray. 352 pp. GR 6–8 
and up. Contemporary fiction. 

This free-verse novel recounts the forced journey of Jude, 
a Muslim girl, from Syria to the United States. Jude loves 
her family, friends, and home, but she has to leave her father 
and brother behind to stay safe with her pregnant mother. In 
Cincinnati, Jude’s perseverance and strength help her to over-
come her struggles with a new language, culture, and identi-
ty labels such as “refugee” and “Middle Eastern.” Reviewed by 

Junko Sakoi

Teaching Suggestions

• Examine information on the conflict in Syria from 
UNICEF (https://www.unicefusa.org/mission/emergen-
cies/child-refugees-and-migrants/syria-crisis), Doctors  

 
Without Borders (https://www.doctorswithoutborders.
org/what-we-do), and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-
work/middle-east/syria) and have students discuss their 
findings. 

• 로On a 3-foot-long narrow strip of paper, have each stu-
dent write and sketch the essence of a selected chapter 
using colors, images, and words. Assemble the strips as 
rays on a large mural. 

• Pair this novel with another novel, such as Inside Out 
and Back Again, and read sections intertextually to 
examine their portrayals of immigrant experiences. 
How are the characters’ experiences different? How 
are they the same? Explore themes and patterns to 
identify other important differences and similarities 
between the stories. 

Related Books

Diaz, A. (2018). The crossroads. Simon Schuster/Paula Wise-
man Books. 

Gratz, A. (2017). Refugee. Scholastic. 
Lai, T. (2013). Inside out and back again. HarperCollins.
Nye, S. N. (2014). Turtle of Oman. Harper Collins/Green-

willow Books. 
Senzai, H. N. (2009). Shooting Kabul. Simon & Schuster/

Paula Wiseman Books. •
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