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THE INTERNATIONAL LITERACY ASSOCIATION 
established the Notable Books for a Global Society award 
to honor books published each year for young readers, 
Grades Pre-K–12, in all genres, that feature multicultural 
and diverse topics and individuals. In reviewing more than 
400 books in multiple genres, we recognized salient topics 
appearing in the collection, including concern about the 
environment, immigration, and social and gender identity. 
We noticed qualities of human experience that might reso-
nate with readers: showing persistence, as Fauja Singh does 
in Fauja Singh Keeps Going by Simran Jeet Singh (2020) 
and as Tracy does in the novel This Is My America by Kim 
Johnson (2020), or working tirelessly to improve the lives 
of everyone, especially people who are ignored, as Shirley 

Chisholm and Ethel T. Payne illustrate in biographies fea-
tured in this collection. 

Readers may be in the middle of transition and can 
see others coping with uncertainty and decisions to help 
family, as Omar does in When Stars Are Scattered by Vic-
toria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed (2020) and as Efrén 
does in Efrén Divided by Ernesto Cisneros (2020). Morrell 
and Morrell (2019) argued that reading books commem-
orating transitions can provide readers a chance to review 
and rewrite their own stories. They wrote, “Literacy teach-
ers can use these narratives as an opportunity to allow stu-
dents to share their stories of transition. Students can also 
learn to empathize with others in transition” (p. 12). Per-
haps a distinguishing feature in the lives of children in this 
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period is transition and living with uncertainty. The com-
mittee members shifted from looking at topics to reading 
more deeply for multiple perspectives, discovering human 
experiences of hope, persistence, vision, and community 
depicted in the pages of diverse books. 

Garces-Bascal (2020) contended that thematically 
arranged books are not a new idea among educators, but 
such arrangements can provide insight for readers into 
the experiences of characters and the self-awareness, 
decision-making skills, and capacity for wrestling with 
family concerns that they exhibit. In discovering the-
matic connections in the books, the committee mem-
bers honored the criteria of the award, which includes 
accuracy and authenticity in the portrayal of characters 
across social, gender, and economic contexts; richness 
of cultural details; celebration of diversity; and in-depth 
treatment of cultural issues. This year’s winners invite 
reflection, critical analysis, and response; they have an 
appealing format and they reflect criteria of quality for 
the genre in which they are written. —SW

The Books in the 2021 Collection of the
 Notable Books for a Global Society Award

Browne, Mahogany L., Acevedo, Elizabeth, and 
Gatwood, Olivia. (2020). Woke: A Young Poet’s 
Call to Justice (Theodore Taylor III, Illus.).  

Roaring Brook Press. 56 pp. GR 3–7 and up. 
Poetry collection.

This book inspires reflection and action toward social 
justice. Browne, Acevedo, and Gatwood use poetry to 
amplify the concept of being woke, being aware of the 
present climate and its impact on the lives of Black and 
brown people. In the foreword, Jason Reynolds says the 
authors are “serving as beacon builders—each of the 
poems acting as blocks strengthening and heightening 
every young lighthouse that reads them.” The bold, 
authentic illustrations complement the words, which 
convey an inclusive message that equality and justice 
for some is not an accurate definition of equality and 
justice for all. Each poem stands alone to speak to the 
reader on topics of acceptance, discrimination, and em-
pathy. Reviewed by Osha Lynette Smith

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students each select a poem and write a reflec-
tion on how the poem connects to their life or to 
their ideas at a moment in time. Students can then 
share their reflections in small groups. 

• After reading, analyzing, and discussing the poetry, 
encourage students to each write their own poem 
in response to their personal call to justice. Hold a 
poetry slam for students to share their poems. 

• Have current event days to highlight advances in 
social justice. Students will look for news articles, 
podcasts, TED Talks, and other sources that show 
people standing up for social justice. Encourage 
students to look for young people promoting social 
justice in their schools or communities. 

Related Books

Lyons, K. S. (2020). Dream builder: The story of architect 
Philip Freelon (L. Freeman, Illus.). Lee & Low Books. 

Powell, P. R. (2020). Lift as you climb: The story of Ella 
Baker (R. G. Christie, Illus.). Margaret K. McElderry 
Books.

Rappaport, D. (2020). Ruth objects: The life of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg (E. Velasquez, Illus.). Hyperion.

Rippon, J. In collaboration with Amnesty International. 
(2020). Rise up! The art of protest. Charlesbridge.
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LeZotte, Ann Clare. (2020). Show Me a Sign. 
Scholastic Press. 288 pp. GR 3–7 and up. 
Historical fiction. 

Based on the true history of a deaf community on  
Martha’s Vineyard in the early 19th century, LeZotte pushes 
readers to examine their understanding of ability and disability. 
The main character, Mary, who is deaf, has never felt she had 
an “infirmity” her hearing family members or neighbors on the 
island did not have (p. 94). Everyone can communicate with each 
other via hand signs. That feeling shifts when a young scientist 
comes to determine what he perceives as the detrimental cause of 
the community’s prominent deafness. Mary is forced to reconcile  
her sense of self-worth with how she is perceived by those 
outside her community on the mainland. Reviewed by  

Mary Ellen Oslick 

Teaching Suggestions

• Learn sign language phrases for beginners, practicing 
with a YouTube demonstration (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=v1desDduz5M). 

• Research the history of Gallaudet University (https 
://www.gallaudet.edu/about/history-and-traditions). 
Have students discuss this question: In what ways would 
this be a school Mary would or would not attend? 

• Read an interview with author Ann Clare LeZotte on 
NonDoc (https://nondoc.com/2021/01/05/deaf-author-
ann-clare-lezotte-shows-kids-a-sign/) and discuss the 

following questions: What is the value, the purpose in 
reading about deaf characters written by deaf authors? 
What steps did LeZotte take to write with cultural sensi-
tivity about Indigenous people included in the story? 

Related Books 

Antrobus, R. (2020). Can bears ski? (P. Dunbar, Illus.).  
Candlewick Press.

Bell, C. (2014). El Deafo. Amulet Books.
John, A. (2011). Five flavors of dumb. Dial Books.

Singh, Simran Jeet. (2020). Fauja Singh Keeps 
Going: The True Story of the Oldest Person to
Ever Run a Marathon (Baljinder Kaur, Illus.). 
Kokila. 48 pp. GR PK–3 and up. Biography.

Fauja Singh was born in Punjab, India. His legs were weak. 
People said he would never walk. Other children made fun 
of him, “but Fauja did not listen / and Fauja did not stop.” 
He was determined to walk, and at age 15 he walked a 
mile. At 81 years of age, Fauja moved to London to be with 
his children. While watching television, he saw crowds of 
people running, with smiles on their faces. He started run-
ning every day, finishing his first marathon when he was 
89. When he was 100 years old, he became the oldest per-
son to ever finish a marathon. The back matter includes 
more information on Singh and his records as a runner. 
Fauja Singh’s story is inspirational for all ages. Reviewed by 

Joyce Herbeck

Teaching Suggestions

• Read aloud the foreword by Fauja Singh. He wrote, “All 
my life, people set limitations on me.… I never gave up 
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and I always held on to hope.” Ask students to connect 
with Singh and discuss when they have kept trying and 
held on to hope.

• Watch a short YouTube video of Fauja Singh  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3kLER 
_EAOc). Discuss how Singh says he stays healthy  
and happy.

• Discuss with students their running or have them talk 
about someone they know who runs regularly. As an 
extension, have them interview that person, asking why 
they run, how long they have been running, and if they 
have participated in an official race. 

• Have students research runs scheduled in their area. 
What is the nearest marathon run? Have them track a 
path (based on local landmarks) of 26.2 miles in their 
town or city.

Related Books

Barton, C. (2018). What do you do with a voice like that?  
The story of extraordinary Congresswoman Barbara Jordan 
(E. Holmes, Illus.). Beach Lane Books.

Bryant, J. (2019). Feed your mind: A story of August Wilson  
(C. Chapman, Illus.). Abrams Books.

Kimmelman, L. (2018). Write on, Irving Berlin! (D. C.  
Gardner, Illus.). Sleeping Bear Press.

Tonatiuh, D. (2019). Soldier for equality: José de la Luz Sáenz 
and the Great War. Abrams Books.

Russell-Brown, Katheryn. (2020). She Was the 
First!: The Trailblazing Life of Shirley Chisholm 
(Eric Velasquez, Illus.). Lee & Low Books. 40 
pp. GR 1–5 and up. Biography. 

A childhood spent in Brooklyn and Barbados shaped Shirley 
Chisholm into a determined leader. Her parents emphasized 
the importance of education with regular trips to the library 
and discussions about world events during family dinners. 
At Brooklyn College, she excelled on the debate team. 
Completing a master’s degree from Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, and teaching during the day, she worked 
with community groups at night. The biography details 
Chisholm’s journey from teacher to politician as a champi-
on of education, gender and racial equality, and serving the 
needs of the poor. She served as an instrument of change 
as the first Black woman elected to the New York State As-
sembly, the first Black woman elected to Congress, and the 
first Black person to seek the United States presidency. The 
afterword has additional details and archival photographs. 
Reviewed by Anne Katz

Teaching Suggestions

• Listen to an audio recording by author Katheryn  
Russell-Brown, who shares the backstory for creating 
She Was the First! (https://www.teachingbooks.net 
/book_reading.cgi?id=21455&a=1). After listening to 
the recording, discuss with students why they think 
Russell-Brown was inspired to write the biography.

• Listen to an audio excerpt of Shirley Chisholm’s 1968 
acceptance speech, courtesy of the New York City Pub-
lic Library’s Schomburg Center for Research in Black 
Culture (https://www.npr.org/2018/11/06/664617076 
/a-look-back-on-shirley-chisholm-s-historic-1968 
-house-victory). After listening to the speech, discuss 
the meaning of this statement: “Tonight is a very 
important night,” Chisholm told her supporters. “Not 
so much for me, but for you, the people of this commu-
nity…. [W]e have at long last been able to elect today a 
voice that shall be your voice in the halls of the United  
States Congress.”

• Examine a poster for presidential candidate Shirley 
Chisholm from 1972, from the Smithsonian National 
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Museum of African American History and Culture 
(https://nmaahc.si.edu/shirley-chisholm-president). 
After reviewing the poster, discuss the personal meaning 
of Chisholm’s statement, “I am and always will be a 
catalyst for change.” 

• After reading the book with students, discuss the per-
sonal meaning of the concept of “making a difference.” 
In small and large groups, have students discuss some-
thing they want to improve in their school, neighbor-
hood, and community and how they can do that. 

Related Books

Alexander, K. (2019). The undefeated (K. Nelson, Illus.).  
Versify. 

Cline-Ransome, L. (2020). The power of her pen: The story of 
groundbreaking journalist Ethel L. Payne (J. Parra, Illus.). 
A Paula Wiseman Book. 

Grimes, N. (2020). Kamala Harris: Rooted in justice  
(L. Freeman, Illus.). Atheneum Books.

Wallace, S. N., & Wallace, R. (2020). The teachers march!: 
How Selma’s teachers changed history (C. Palmer, Illus.). 
Calkins Creek.

Krull, Kathleen. (2020). The Only Woman in 
the Photo: Frances Perkins & Her New Deal 

for America (Alexandra Bye, Illus.). Atheneum 
Books. 48 pp. GR K–4 and up. Biography.

This biography picturebook introduces young readers to 
Frances Perkins, who grew up to be an advocate for Ameri-
cans’ welfare and served as the first female U.S. Secretary of 
Labor (and the first female presidential cabinet member). 
Perkins used her passion and determination to fight injus-
tice and pull people out of the Great Depression with her 
design of the New Deal. The safety net she created contin-
ues to protect American workers and their families. Perkins’s 
story is especially relevant today with a new and more di-
verse presidential cabinet whose members focus on the so-
cial, health, and economic issues facing the United States. 
Reviewed by Mary Ellen Oslick

Teaching Suggestions

• Tour the Frances Perkins Center online (www.Fran-
cesPerkinsCenter.org/) and examine different learn-
ing resources, such as other book suggestions and 
audio files of Perkins speaking.

• Unfortunately for readers, author Kathleen Krull re-
cently passed away. Honor her memory by conduct-
ing an author study (www.KathleenKrull.com). Look 
at the list of her biographies. Consider who she wrote 
about and why she chose to share those stories.

• In her illustrations, Bye draws attention to several of 
Perkins’s quotes. Have students examine the colors 
used, the font style and size, and how the words are 
placed on the page. Encourage students to make their 
own posters (handwritten or digital) with an inspira-
tional quote.

Related Books

Becker, H. (2018). Counting on Katherine: How Katherine 
Johnson saved Apollo 13 (D. Phumiruk, Illus.). Christy 
Ottaviano Books. 

Grimes, N. (2020). Kamala Harris: Rooted in justice (L. Free-
man, Illus.). Atheneum Books.

Rappaport, D. (2020). Ruth objects: The life of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg (E. Velasquez, Illus.). Hyperion.

Shiraishi, A. (2020). How to solve a problem: The rise (and 
falls) of a rock-climbing champion (Y. Xiao, Illus.).Make 
Me a World.

2021 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY

The Dragon Lode Volume 39, Number 2, pp 49-68, 2021. © CL/R SIG ISSN 1098-6448



54
THE DRAGON LODE // 39:2 // 2021

Chambers, Veronica, and the staff of the  
New York Times. (2020). Finish the Fight!:  
The Brave and Revolutionary Women Who 
Fought for the Right to Vote. Versify. 144 pp.  
GR 5–8 and up. Nonfiction.
 
Presented chronologically from the early 19th century, these 
biographies show the inspired and pioneering work of Amer-
ican Indian, Asian American, and African American women 
whom readers may not know, while integrating the biogra-
phies of more familiar figures. The collection of biographies 
brings the women alive in connecting details of their fami-
ly lives with their tireless advocacy of women’s rights in the 
suffrage movement and their role in historical moments, the 
Seneca meetings of 1848, gaining suffrage in Western states, 
and public demonstrations of the early 20th century. Chap-
ters include archival photographs with the details of their 
work that changed the role of women in society and govern-
ment. The back matter includes additional biographies of the 
women, an extensive timeline, and an author’s note. Reviewed 

by Sandip Wilson 

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students create a timeline by decade with short 
biographies of women detailing their lives and work. As 
their timeline progresses, have students color-code the 
work of individual women and make connections with 
other women.

• The opening chapter is titled “The Haudenosaunee Mod-
el.” In a class discussion, create a then-and-now chart in a 
T chart. Have students note details of events in the people’s 
lives then, and in the second column, write what life is like 
now. Have a discussion about how the values and interests 
are different and similar in the two periods.

• The book chronicles a history and tells stories of 
individuals. Working in small groups, have students do 
research on women in the period from 1840 to 1975 
and present their work, hopes, and values in a series of 
tableaus. Then, have students discuss what they discover 
about the women from their tableaus.

Related Books

Colbert, B. (2020). The voting booth. Hyperion.
Miller, K. (2020). Act. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
Paul, M. (2020). Speak up (E. Glenn, Illus.). Clarion Books.
Rosenstock, B. (2020). Fight of the century: Alice Paul bat-

tles Woodrow Wilson for the vote (S. Green, Illus.). 
Calkins Creek.

Hubbard, Rita Lorraine. (2020). The Oldest  
Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read  
(Oge Mora, Illus.). Schwartz & Wade Books.  
40 pp. GR K–4 and up. Biography.
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Born into slavery on May 6, 1848, in Chattanooga, Tennes-
see, Mary Walker dreamed of being able to read her entire 
life, but she knew what other slaves knew: Slaves were not 
allowed to read and write. For slaves, reading and writing was 
a crime punishable by death. Finally, at age 115, in 1963, 
100 years after the Emancipation Proclamation, and having 
survived two husbands and three sons, Walker fulfilled her 
lifelong desire to read and write and signed up for a reading 
class at the community center. After years of yearning and 
wondering what those squiggly lines meant, Mary Walk-
er, age 116, became the oldest student who learned to read.  
Reviewed by Yvonne Siu-Runyan

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students put all their books, print materials, and 
writing implements away for at least an hour, longer if 
possible. Create an environment where your students 
have nothing to read and no implements to write with. 
After this experience, discuss with the students their 
experience of being blind to print and not being able to 
read and write.

• Discuss with students their understanding of why slaves 
were not allowed to read and write, what the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation is, and the power one has when one 
can read and write.

• Have students develop a classroom, group, or individ-
ual questionnaires about reading and writing. Then 
have them collect data from others about reading and 
writing, analyze this information, and discuss the value 
and power of reading and writing in the society of today 
and of years past.

Related Books

Cline-Ransome, L. (2020). The power of her pen: The story of 
groundbreaking journalist Ethel L. Payne (J. Parra, Illus.). A 
Paula Wiseman Book.

Pinkney, A. D. (2020). Loretta Little looks back: Three voices go tell 
it (B. Pinkney, Illus.). Little, Brown.

Russell-Brown, K. (2020). She was the first!: The trailblazing 
life of Shirley Chisholm (E. Velasquez, Illus.). Lee & Low 
Books.

Singh, S. J. (2020). Fauja Singh keeps going: The true story of 
the oldest person to ever run a marathon (B. Kaur, Illus.). 
Kokila.

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. (2020). Loretta Little 
Looks Back: Three Voices Go Tell It (Brian  
Pinkney, Illus.). Little, Brown. 224 pp. GR 3–7 
and up. Historical fiction. 

Written as three monologues, this generational story por-
trays instances of oppression, tenacity, and boldness. Loretta 
Little begins by describing the upcoming performance as 
“a truth-talking, a recollection.” Her “go-tell-it” embodies 
stories from 1927 to 1930, including life’s hardships, her fa-
ther’s comparisons between sharecropping and slavery, and 
her bout with multiple sclerosis, as diagnosed by a white 
doctor. In the second vignette, Roly, a foundling raised by 
the Littles, recounts his life from 1942 to 1950. He readily 
tells of his prowess at farming, his philosophy of tending 
the land, and his relationship with nature. Aggie B., Roly’s 
daughter, ties the “go-tell-its” together by detailing the in-
fluence of inherited family traits. These characteristics em-
bolden her to become a civil rights activist. The performance 
concludes with the three standing, sharing a tri-monologue. 
Reviewed by Sharryn Larsen Walker

Teaching Suggestions

• Choose an era portrayed in the book. Generate a list of 
events, people, food, and so on that depict the era, and 
assign each student a different topic. The students then 
print a black-and-white photograph that portrays their 
assigned topic and a description of the photo. Each stu-
dent tells about their photo and how it depicts the era. 

2021 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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The student should glue the photo onto a large sheet of 
black butcher paper. Continue until each student shares 
and adds their photo to the class collage.

• Divide the class into five groups: Narrators, who read 
the transitional sections; Loretta; Roly; and Aggie B, 
represented by two groups since her section is long. The 
members of each group should practice reading their 
monologue several times before performing. Have each 
group record their performance. Splice the performanc-
es together so that it becomes one readers’ theater. If 
possible, post to a community viewing space so other 
people can watch the performance.

• Ask the students to interview a family member, at least 
one generation older than they are. Before the interview, 
have students brainstorm possible questions such as, “How 
did you meet (grandfather/grandmother)?” What games 
did you play as a child?” “What are your memories of (the 
interviewer names the event)?” Have students take notes or 
record the interview. Conduct a family storytelling when 
students tell the story they learned.

Related Books

Bond, V., & Simon, T. R. (2010). Zora and me. Candlewick Press.
Brimmer, L. D. (2014) Strike!: The farm workers’ fight for their 

rights. Calkins Creek.
Draper, S. M. (2016). Stella by starlight. Atheneum Books.
Woodson, J. (2014). Brown girl dreaming. Nancy Paulsen Books.

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. (2020). The Power of Her 
Pen: The Story of Groundbreaking Journalist 
Ethel L. Payne (John Parra, Illus.). Paula Wise-
man Books. 48 pp. GR 2–5 and up. Biography. 

Ethel L. Payne collected stories as a young girl. She memo-
rized passages from books in the library on the other side of 
town, and she overcame discrimination to write and publish 
for the school newspaper. This biography depicts the trail-
blazing work that Payne undertook as a journalist in her fight 
for equality, from writing about the experiences of Black 
soldiers in Japan on a U.S. military base to reporting for 
the Chicago Defender and serving as one of the first African 
American White House press correspondents. The folk art–
style illustrations complement the inspirational story of the 
“First Lady of the Black Press.” The back matter includes an 
author’s note, a bibliography, and a list of books for further 
reading. Reviewed by Anne Katz

Teaching Suggestions

• Ever since she was a little girl, Payne was drawn to the 
stories of others, an interest that became a career. As a 
class or in small groups, have students discuss one of 
their interests. How do they think this interest might 
blossom into a lifelong talent or career?

• The Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum con-
tains artifacts from Ethel L. Payne, including a collage 
composed of newspaper clippings and paper cuttings on 
construction paper that she created (https://anacostia 
.si.edu/collection/object/acm_1991.0076.0106).  
Examine the collage and discuss what you notice  
about the images that Payne selected. 

• Examine other artifacts on Ethel L. Payne’s career from 
the museum’s collection. Read and discuss the caption 
next to each link. Why do students think these artifacts, 
the press pass (https://anacostia.si.edu/collection 
/object/acm_1991.0076.0128), and the ceremonial  
pen recognizing her activism (https://anacostia.si.edu 
/collection/object/acm_1991.0076.0105) were included 
in the museum’s collection?

• Have students write a letter to a friend sharing what 
they have learned about Ethel L. Payne. Suggest 
they consider including the following information: 
Ethel’s struggles and the challenges she faced; how 
she overcame them; what students think are her 
important life accomplishments; and what they think 
Payne’s advice would be to others who are fighting 
for equality.

2021 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY
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Related Books

Bryant, J. (2019). Feed your mind: A story of August Wilson  
(C. Chapman, Illus.). Abrams Books.

Hopkinson, D. (2020). Carter reads the newspaper (D. Tate,  
Illus.). Peachtree. 

Lyons, K. S. (2020). Dream builder: The story of architect Philip 
Freelon (L. Freeman, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Russell-Brown, K. (2020). She was the first!: The trailblazing life 
of Shirley Chisholm (E. Velasquez, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Brown, Monica. (2020). Sharuko: El Arqueólogo 
Peruano / Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello 
(Elisa Chavarri, Illus.). Children’s Book Press. 
40 pp. GR 1–6 and up. Biography.

Dedicated to the children of Peru, this bilingual biography, 
filled with colorful illustrations, details the life and work of 
Julio Tello and his bravery, curiosity, perseverance, and ac-
complishments. As a young boy, Sharuko explored the caves 
and burial grounds of the foothills of Pariacaca in the Andes 
mountains of Peru, where he discovered bones, skulls, pot-
tery, and ancient tombs. As a medical school student, he reex-
amined the ancient artifacts of successful brain surgeries, and 
while attending Harvard University, his work led him to chal-
lenge the belief that a different civilization was responsible for 
building and creating the wonders of Peru. Tello’s life work 
shows that his ancestors were architects, mathematicians, 
doctors, and scientists and reaffirms pride in the Indigenous 
heritage. Reviewed by Julia Hillman

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students create a science notebook entitled “Ob-
servations and Questions.” As they reread the biography, 
they should record scientific drawings of observations and 

artifacts they discover about the world around them, any 
questions they may have, and notes on their observations.

• As a class, choose a story to read from the list of related 
books. As you read, they take notes on the characters, 
settings, events, and themes, then compare them to 
Tello’s story. In small groups, then as a whole class, share 
the similarities and differences.

• Tello’s curiosity contributed to his perseverance and suc-
cess. Have students make a list of all the things they’re curi-
ous about. They choose one topic to investigate and record 
what they want to learn, how they will learn it, and how 
they will show what they learned. After students investigate 
their topics, they share their projects with the class.

Related Books

Cornwall, G. (2020). Jabari tries (G. Cornwall, Illus.). Candle-
wick Press.

Ferrada, M. J. (2020). Mexique: A refugee story from the Spanish 
Civil War (A. Penyas, Illus.). Eerdmans Books.

Lyons, K. S. (2020). Dream builder: The story of architect Philip 
Freelon (L. Freeman, Illus.). Lee & Low Books.

Shiraishi, A. (2020). How to solve a problem: The rise (and falls) of 
a rock-climbing champion (Y. Xiao, Illus.). Make Me a World.

Lindstrom, Carole. (2020). We Are Water  
Protectors (Michaela Goade, Illus.). Roaring 
Brook Press. 40 pp. GR PK–2 and up. Folklore.
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Imagine a world without clean water. What would you 
do if you could not drink the water out of your tap, like 
the people in Flint, Michigan? Many people have tak-
en clean water for granted. Inspired by the Indigenous 
people and their protest against the construction of the 
Dakota Pipeline, this stunning book with powerful lan-
guage and full-page illustrations is a call to action to 
protect water. Embedded in this story is the urgency to 
be “Water Protectors” because clean water is a necessity 
in sustaining everything that lives on the planet. Water 
is our first medicine. Reviewed by Yvonne Siu-Runyan

Teaching Suggestions

• Discuss sources of the water supply where students 
live and what might be the value of knowing about 
the source of our water supply. Discuss ways in 
which we can save water in our everyday life and 
how tap water is different from water used to irri-
gate fields.

• Investigate water-borne illnesses, discussing how they 
occur. Discuss pollutants and how they get into our 
water supply.

• Read about the contamination of water in Flint, Mich-
igan (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flint_water_crisis) 
and discuss with students what they would do if they 
could not drink the tap water. 

• Discuss the role of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy regarding clean water (https://www.epa.gov/environ-
mental-topics/water-topics).

Related Books

Cowley, J. (2019). Song of the river (K. Andrews, Illus.). Gecko 
Press.

Drummond, A. (2020). Solar story: How one community lies 
alongside the world’s biggest solar plant. Farrar Straus Gi-
roux.

MacLachlan, P. (2020). My friend Earth (F. Sanna, Illus.). 
Chronicle Books.

Portis. A. (2019). Hey water. Neil Porter Books.
Sorrell, T. (2019). We are grateful: Otsaliheliga (F. Lessac, Illus.). 

Charlesbridge.

 
Nurgaiv, Aisholpan, with Liz Welch. (2020). The 
Eagle Huntress: The True Story of the Girl Who 
Soared Beyond Expectations. Little, Brown. 208 
pp. GR 3–7 and up. Nonfiction.

Aisholpan Nurgaiv, a young girl from Mongolia, insisted that 
she be trained as an eagle hunter, even though the tradition 
is passed down from father to son. Her father came to realize 
she had the natural talent for learning this ancient cultural 
practice of training eagles, who are treated as family mem-
bers. With determination and hard work, and in spite of the 
discrimination against her for being a woman, in 2014 she 
became the youngest person to win the Golden Eagle Fes-
tival in Olgii, Mongolia. Her story beautifully describes her 
family’s nomadic life, moving each season to a new home to 
care for their herds of animals, and recounts the traditions of 
living with eagles. Reviewed by Joyce Herbeck

Teaching Suggestions

• Discuss where Mongolia is on the world map (http://
ontheworldmap.com/mongolia/mongolia-location-map.
html). Look at the map and photographs in the book. 
Have students discuss what they can tell about Nur-
gaiv’s life from the photos and maps and chart their 
understanding.

2021 NOTABLE BOOKS FOR A GLOBAL SOCIETY

The Dragon Lode Volume 39, Number 2, pp 49-68, 2021. © CL/R SIG ISSN 1098-6448



59
THE DRAGON LODE // 39:2 // 2021

• Have students study the 14 Kazakh words and their 
definitions in the glossary in the back matter and dis-
cuss the reasons why these particular words were chosen 
for the glossary. What do they tell about Nurgaiv’s life? 

• View the documentary film that was made about Nur-
gaiv: The Eagle Huntress. What did students learn from 
the film that was different from the book? 

Related Books

Billet, J. (2020). Catherine’s war (I. Hahnenberger, Trans.;  
C. Fauvel, Illus.). Harper Alley.

Hopkinson, D. (2020). Thanks to Frances Perkins: Fighter for 
workers’ rights (K. Caldwell, Illus.). Peachtree.

Reynolds, J. (2020). The lion queens of India. Lee & Low Books.
Wallace, S. N. (2020). Marjory saves the Everglades: The story 

of Marjory Stoneman Douglas (R. Gibbon, Illus.). A Paula 
Wiseman Book.

Chee, Traci. (2020). We Are Not Free. Hough-
ton Mifflin Harcourt. 400 pp. GR 7–12 and up. 
Historical fiction.

Fourteen friends from San Francisco recount their experi-
ences in World War II, when Japanese American citizens 
were rounded up and incarcerated. They detail their lives 
first in horse stables in South San Francisco and then in 

the still-unfinished Manzanar camp, where winter cold 
and summer heat were unbearable. Forced to sign loyal-
ty oaths and cut off from all news of the outside world, 
families were split up; some members moved to Tule Lake, 
while sons enlisted in the U.S. army. Yet after the war, they 
forged new lives in a society that feared and hated them. 
The back matter provides more information about this 
period of uncertainty, betrayal, courage, and community. 
Reviewed by Sandip Wilson 

Teaching Suggestions

• Using the Library of Congress photo resources, search-
ing “Japanese internment” (http://www.loc.gov 
/pictures/search/?q=Japanese%20Internment%20), 
assemble a collection of photographs and have students 
organize them to tell a story. As a class, write the narra-
tive that goes with the photographs. The library has a 
collection of Ansel Adams photographs that can serve as 
material for a narrative. 

• The Stanford History Educators Group has lessons 
and photographs related to the Japanese incarceration 
during WWII (http:// https://sheg.stanford.edu/his-
tory-lessons/ansel-adams-manzanar). Have students 
examine a photograph of life at one of the camps, such 
as Topaz or Manzanar, and discuss what they notice 
about how people lived. Then, have them work in pairs 
to create a then-and-now chart comparing what life was 
like then with students’ lives now.

• Read the back matter of Cynthia Kadohata’s A Place  
to Belong and the links on the effects of the policy 
 of renouncing citizenship at DiscoverNikkei (http 
://www.discovernikkei.org/en/nikkeialbum/al-
bums/605/) or From a Silk Cocoon (https://www 
.fromasilkcocoon.com/renunciant.html). Have 
students discuss what they think is interesting and 
important about the information.

Related Books

Goldsmith, C., with K. Sato. (2020. Kiyo Sato: From a WWII 
Japanese internment camp to a life of service. Twenty-First 
Century Books.

Hesse, M. (2018). The war outside. Little, Brown.
Hughes, K. (2020). Displacement. First Second.
Kadohata, C. (2019). A place to belong. Atheneum Books.
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Latham, Irene, and Shamsi-Basha, Karim. 
(2020). The Cat Man of Aleppo (Yuko Shimizu, 
Illus.). G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 40 pp. GR PK–3 
and up. Nonfiction.

In this heartwarming and heartbreaking picturebook, we 
meet Alla, a man who loves his beautiful city of Aleppo. 
Things change quickly as war ravages Alla’s beloved town 
and his loved ones and neighbors flee to unknown places. 
Alla cannot bring himself to flee to safety; instead, he recalls 
memories of a beautiful, bustling city and works to repair 
the damage being done. Alla drives an ambulance, looking 
for hurt people, and helps everyone he can. Although his 
heart is now full of sadness and longing, Alla’s love extends 
to the abandoned cats in need of care and food. People take 
notice of Alla’s kindness and donate to Alla’s cause, a cat 
sanctuary. This story illustrates the strength of communi-
ty, connection, and the universal belief that love endures.  
Reviewed by Julia Hillman

Teaching Suggestions

• Reread the story, and make a list of everything and 
everyone Alla loves. Draw a large heart on a piece of 
paper to create a heart map to show these things. After 
rereading, add images, words, and quotes from the text 
to the heart map to show who and what Alla loves.

• As a class, take a picture walk through the story. Count 
the cats you see on each page, and find the total num-
ber of cats shown in the book. Discuss the following 

question: How many cats do you think Alla has helped? 
Explain your thinking about whether the total number 
of cats he helped are shown in the book.

• Write a letter to Alla asking him about what he’s doing 
now. Include all of your questions about Aleppo and all 
of the people and animals he has helped. After writing 
your letter, watch a BBC video about his story  
(https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-47473772).

Related Books

Drummond. A. (2020). Solar story: How one community lives 
alongside the world’s biggest solar plant. Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux. 

O’Neill, A. (2020). Jacob Riis’s camera: Bringing light to tene-
ment children (G. Kelley, Illus.). Calkins Creek. 

Smith, M. G. (2020). When we are kind (N. Neidhardt, Illus.). 
Orca Books. 

Wallace, S. N. (2020). Marjory saves the Everglades: The story 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas (R. Gibbon, Illus.). A Paula 
Wiseman Book. 

Jamieson, Victoria, and Mohamed, Omar. 
(2020). When Stars Are Scattered (Victoria  
Jamieson, Illus.; Iman Geddy, Color). Dial 
Books. 264 pp. GR 4–8 and up. Nonfiction 
graphic novel.
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This memoir is based on Omar Mohamed’s childhood in 
the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, where, when he was 
four years old, he arrived with his younger brother after 
their father had been killed in Somalia. He yearns to re-
turn to their farm and find their lost mother, but instead 
experiences years of day-to-day waiting, boredom, and 
uncertainty. “In a refugee camp, you are always reminded 
of the things you have lost,” Mohamed says. He explains 
that it is a valiant and agonizing struggle to focus not on 
what is lost but on what has been given. Supported by his 
foster mother in the camp, friends, and UN social workers, 
Mohamed shows perseverance, gratitude, and courage as 
he makes decisions about attending school, and possibly 
resettling in a new country. Reviewed by Ann Di Giacomo

Teaching Suggestions

• Over 124 million children worldwide are not able to  
attend school, such as Omar Mohamed’s friend 
Maryam. Share these UNICEF photo stories (https 
://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/08/12-Why-Are-So-Many-Children-
Still-Not-In-School.pdf ), and discuss the barriers that 
keep kids out of school and ways we can support these 
children and their families. 

• Ask students to imagine they are the reporters who vis-
ited the Dadaab refugee camp. What questions would 
they ask Mohamed and his friends? What questions 
might Mohamed ask reporters? 

• As Mohamed prepares to leave for the United States, his 
friend Maryam shares her “Poem of Stars” with him. He 
looked at the stars when he thought about his mother. 
Help students create poetry or visual stories using stars 
as a guiding image.

• After experiencing the trauma of being a refugee, living 
in a different country and culture is challenging. Build 
background knowledge of the challenge by viewing and 
discussing videos about Sudanese refugees in the United 
States (https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media 
/from-sudan/). Students can take a virtual tour of Dada-
ab, the world’s largest refugee camp, through videos on 
the University of British Columbia website (https 
://lltd.educ.ubc.ca/media/dadaab-stories/) and YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/DadaabStories/videos).

Related Books

Ferrari, M. J. (2020). Mexique: A refugee story from the Spanish 
Civil War (A. Penyas, Illus.). Eerdmans Books.

Hitchcock, S., & Senzai, N. H. (2020). Flying over water.  
Scholastic Press.

Nayeri, D. (2020). Everything sad is untrue (a true story). Levine 
Querido.

Ruurs, M. (2016). Stepping stones: A refugee family’s journey  
(N. A. Badr, Illus.). Orca Books.

Johnson, Kim. (2020). This Is My America.  
Random House. 416 pp. GR 7–9 and up.  
Contemporary fiction.

With her father on death row and her older brother accused 
of a horrific murder, 17-year-old Tracy must work against the 
clock to discover the truth of both crimes in Johnson’s debut 
novel. For the past seven years, Tracy has maintained that her 
father was wrongfully convicted, and she knows her brother 
is innocent, too. Her persistence in writing multiple letters to 
Innocence X (think Innocence Project) for her father’s case 
results in her securing resources to help her with both cases. 
This timely and suspenseful story examines racist injustices 
within the current U.S. justice system, as well as the fictional 
small town’s racist history. Reviewed by Mary Ellen Oslick 
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Teaching Suggestions

• Visit the Innocence Project website (https://innocen-
ceproject.org) and encourage students to get involved; 
this could be by inviting an exoneree to speak or by 
learning more about the causes of wrongful convictions. 
Have students look at their local chapter for ways to 
learn and possibly help.

• Examine the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement. 
Older students can learn more via the BLM website 
(https://blacklivesmatter.com); younger students might 
use a BrainPop video (https://blog.brainpop.com 
/helping-kids-understand-black-lives-matter-movement/). 

• Read and share the Anti-Defamation League resource (in 
English and Spanish) on teaching about BLM protests 
and George Floyd (https://www.adl.org/education/re-
sources/tools-and-strategies/george-floyd-racism-and-law-
enforcement-in-english-and-en). The site includes ques-
tions to start conversations, dig deeper, and take action. 

Related Books 

Kendi, I. X., & Reynolds, J. (2020). Stamped: Racism, antiracism, 
and you: A remix of the National Book Award–winning 
Stamped from the beginning. Little, Brown.

Lehr, D. (2017). Trell. Candlewick Press.
Marks, J. (2020). From the desk of Zoe Washington. Katherine Te-

gen Books.
Stone, N. (2020). Dear Justyce. Crown.

Yang, Gene Luen. (2020). Dragon Hoops (Lark 
Pien, Color). First Second. 448 pp. GR 10–12 
and up. Nonfiction graphic novel.

The Bishop O’Dowd High School Dragons were poised for 
a monumental 2014–2015 basketball season; yet, Gene Luen 
Yang, a teacher at the school, couldn’t understand people’s 
fervor over the team’s success. To understand the fascination 
with the game, he embedded himself in the team’s journey. 
This graphic novel of the season is the chronicle of that jour-
ney, in which he weaves tales of basketball history and its 
place in U.S. and world culture. Personal stories of the coach-
es’ and players’ hopes, dreams, and missed opportunities; the 
place of sports in schools and communities; the college sports 
recruiting process; and the sacrifices people make in the name 
of basketball become part of the narrative. When reading this 
engaging play-by-play account, the reader becomes part of 
the adventure. Reviewed by Sharryn Larsen Walker

Teaching Suggestions

• Visit Yang’s book talk on Dragon Hoops (https://www 
.bishopodowd.org/athletics/). As the students watch, 
have them write down three to five pieces of informa-
tion. After viewing, ask students to choose one of the 
topics and complete a quick-write. Then, have students 
circle their important words in the writing. Using the 
words, plus additional words they select, arrange them 
on the page to create a nugget poem.

• Using another topic from viewing Yang’s interview, 
have students create a comic panel about that idea using 
Comic Creator from ReadWriteThink (http://www 
.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student 
-interactives/comic-creator-30021.html). Using Yang’s 
onomatopoeia throughout the book, encourage students 
to include at least one example of it in their panel story. 

• Making arrangements through the local high school’s ath-
letic office, invite pairs of student athletes to visit the class 
and read a story aloud. Before the visit, have students gen-
erate interview questions about high school, studying, and 
athletics. During the visit, have paper ready for the student 
athletes to sign when your students want autographs.

Related Books

Aceves, F. (2020). The new David Espinoza. Harper Teen.
Deuker, C. (2020). Golden arm. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
Higuera, D. B. (2020). Lupe Wong won’t dance. Levine Querido.
Patterson, J., & Alexander, K. (2020). Becoming Muhammad Ali 

(D. Anyabwile, Illus.). Jimmy Patterson Books.
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Hudson, Wade, and Willis Hudson, Cheryl 
(Eds.). (2020). The Talk: Conversations About 
Race, Love & Truth. Crown. 160 pp. GR 5–8 and 
up. Essay collection.

In this compilation of essays, lists, stories, and poems, 30 
diverse authors and illustrators share their experiences with 
“The Talk.” As a part of child-rearing, parents of children of 
color have conversations with their children to prepare them 
for challenges they may encounter while growing up. Today, 
“The Talk” crosses racial divides and covers multiple topics, 
including racism, gender identity, and self-esteem. During 
the talk, parents address how to believe, what to say, and what 
to watch for to stay safe. Each author speaks in a candid, 
authentic, and heartfelt manner as they address a myriad of 
human conditions. The illustrations are just as varied as the 
conversations. Additional information on each author is in-
cluded in the back matter, along with references and notes 
from the authors. Reviewed by Osha Lynette Smith

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students write about “The Talk” they had with 
their parents. Do not require students to share, as some 
may be uncomfortable. If students have never had a talk 
like this, have them write about what they wish their 
parents knew about them or what they wish they had 
been told by their parents or other trusted adults. 

• Create scenarios based on authentic situations, from the 
book or from news events, and have students role-play 
giving “The Talk.”

• Today’s issues differ somewhat from our parents’ sce-
narios, and the issues of tomorrow will also be different. 
Have students write about what “The Talk” might look 
like with their future children. Encourage them to think 
about the world as they hope it will be and the changes 
that may occur. 

Related Books

Ahmed, S. (2019). Internment. Little, Brown.
Ha, R. (2020). Almost American girl. Balzer + Bray.
Reed, C. H. (2020). The Black kids. Simon & Schuster Books.
Stone, N. (2020). Dear Justyce. Crown.

Cisneros, Ernesto. (2020). Efrén Divided. Quill 
Tree Books. 272 pp. GR 3–7 and up. Contempo-
rary fiction.

As a teenager, Efrén loves to read, eat the delicious food his 
amá prepares, and laugh with his friends. He gets frustrated 
with his little brother and sister at times, but having undoc-
umented parents in the United States means that nothing in 
his life is simple. Efrén is forced to abandon his sense of com-
fort and normalcy to assume his amá’s responsibilities after 
she is deported. Efrén rises to every challenge he faces, rede-
fining the meaning of being brave in order to save his family. 
Showing empathy and hope, this debut novel is insightful 
and stunning. Reviewed by Meredith Zepf
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Teaching Suggestions

• To analyze Efrén’s traits, create a campaign poster and 
speech on behalf of Efrén for the student government 
race mentioned in the book, explaining why he would 
make a great class president.

• Rewrite the ending of the story. How could the end-
ing have been different if Efrén didn’t encounter such 
kindness in Mexico? How could that have changed his 
mother’s journey home? 

Related Books

Rhodes, J. P. (2020). Black brother, Black brother. Little, Brown.
Roy, J., with A. Fadhlil. (2018). Playing Atari with Saddam Hus-

sein. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 
Stone, N. (2020). Clean getaway. Crown. 
Woodson, J. (2020). Before the ever after. Nancy Paulsen Books.

Salazar, Aida. (2020). Land of the Cranes.  
Scholastic Press. 256 pp. GR 3–8 and up.  
Contemporary fiction novel in verse.

Betita loves her papi’s stories of their family long ago, 
when their people came from a place known as the land 
of the cranes. They left to build a great city in Mexico 
and would someday return to live again among the cranes. 
Her family’s migration to Los Angeles has not been an 
easy flight. Betita’s papi is deported, and after the simple 
mistake of a missed roadway turn, she and her pregnant 

mother must cope with the trauma of living in a family de-
tention center. Betita finds solace and strength by creating 
picture poems, which she uses to empower other detained 
people. The issues of zero-tolerance policies, racism, and 
mass deportations are accessible to young readers in this 
poignant story in verse. Reviewed by Ann DiGiacomo

Teaching Suggestions

• With inspiration from Betita’s poetry, encourage 
students to create their own picture poems, perhaps as 
simple haikus.

• Help students create interactive story maps detailing 
their family’s heritage using the free Google My Maps 
program (https://www.google.com/maps/about/my-
maps/). Have them mark places their families have 
lived. Writing, photos, and video clips can be added to 
the interactive maps.

Related Books

Cisneros, E. (2020). Efrén divided. Quill Tree Books.
Del Rizzo, S. (2017). My beautiful birds. Pajama Press.
Gratz, A. (2017). Refugee. Scholastic Press.
Ryan, P. M. (2020). Mañanaland. Scholastic Press.

Nguyen, Trung Le (2020). The Magic Fish.  
RH Graphic. 256 pp. GR 7–9 and up.  
Contemporary fiction graphic novel.
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The power of story sustains and transforms the lives of 
Tien and his mother as they create a new life as immi-
grants in the United States. Tien is trying to establish 
friendships in his school and finds that he has a crush on 
Julian. Tien’s mother, learning English, misses her family 
in Vietnam, a longing that telephone conversations do 
not appease. Intertwined in their stories are the fairy tales 
they read to one another every night that help Tien and 
his mother grapple with their lives. These fairy tales are 
rendered in colors and styles that are different from those 
used in the panels of their daily lives. In the back mat-
ter, Nguyen explains the versions of Cinderella and Hans 
Christian Anderson’s The Little Mermaid featured in the 
novel. Reviewed by Sandip Wilson

Teaching Suggestions

• Tien and his mother have folktales that mirror their 
lives. Read a series of folktales with students and 
discuss how a story mirrors a challenge or experience 
in their lives. Have students work in small groups to 
create a narrative of contemporary fiction that inte-
grates the folktale.

• Tien and his mother discover how their identities 
work together. In a think pair share, have students 
consider the self-identities they think about most of-
ten, the identities they want to learn more about, and 
the identities that have the strongest effect on how 
they perceive themselves. Then have them consider 
how they are different from and similar to Tien and 
his mother. 

• Tien and his mother face challenges in creating 
connections in a new culture. Have students write 
narratives about their experiences in learning 
 about a new culture, sport, language, kind of  
food, or new friends. Assemble the stories into  
a readers’ theater.

Related Books

Freedman, R. (2016). Vietnam. Holiday House.
Le, M. (2018). Drawn together (D. Santat, Illus.). Hyperion.
Phi, B. (2017). A different pond (T. Bui, Illus.). Capstone Press.
Skrypuch, M. F., & Ho, V. (2019). Too young to escape:  

A Vietnamese girl waits to be reunited with her family.  
Pajama Press.

Khalil, Aya. (2020). The Arabic Quilt:  
An Immigrant Story (Anait Semirdzhyan, Illus.). 
Tilbury House. 36 pp. GR 1–5 and up.  
Contemporary fiction.

 
How can Kanzi fit in at school when her mother arrives 
wearing a hijab to deliver a kofta sandwich for lunch? 
Homesick and teased following her move from Egypt to 
America, she writes poetry while wrapped in the Arabic 
quilt her tieta (grandmother) made for her. Learning of 
the quilt through Kanzi’s poetry, her teacher invites Kanzi’s 
mother to lead a lesson in quilt making, with the squares 
depicting the classmates’ names in Arabic. After the paper 
quilt is displayed in the school hallway, another class creates 
a similar quilt with names written in Japanese. A touching 
story of acceptance, assimilation, and the yearning to be-
long, The Arabic Quilt illustrates a way in which teachers 
and students can develop understanding of cultural similar-
ities and differences. Reviewed by Sharryn Larsen Walker

Teaching Suggestions

• As a “get to know you” activity, have students create 
paper quilt squares illustrated with what they love. En-
courage their full-color illustrations. Arrange the quilt 
squares using a backing of of butcher paper (a black 
background provides a more dramatic effect). Display 
the quilt outside the classroom door for all to see.

• Have students write the letters of their names vertically on 
paper to write an acrostic poem (https://www.poetry4kids 
.com/lessons/how-to-write-an-acrostic-poem/). Students 
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write a word or phrase that begins with each letter of their 
name and describes themselves. Publish the final drafts 
on large posters with student illustrations to complement 
the poems.

• On a birthday or half-birthday, have classmates inter-
view the birthday student. Take notes on the board of 
the student’s response. After the interview is completed, 
the students write a friendly letter to the birthday child 
using the notes. While students write, the birthday 
student illustrates a cover. When complete, staple the 
letters together to create a birthday book for the student 
as a memorable keepsake. 

Related Books

O’Brien, A. S. (2018). I’m new here. Charlesbridge.
Penfold, A. (2018). All are welcome (S. Kaufman, Illus.). Alfred 

A. Knopf. 
Redondo, S. G. (2020). The day Saida arrived (S. Wimmer,  

Illus.). Blue Dot Press.
Thompkins-Bigelow, J. (2018). Mommy’s khimar (E. Glenn,  

Illus.). Salaam Reads.

Joseph, Frederick. (2020). The Black Friend:  
On Being a Better White Person. Candlewick 
Press. 272 pp. GR 7–9 and up. Nonfiction.

As a young Black man in a mostly white high school, Fred-
erick  experiences many instances of racism but does not 
speak up until years later. Wherever he goes, Frederick 
hears stereotypical comments and assumptions made by 
white people he interacts with. Through his personal sto-
ries and interviews, he creates a connection with readers 
in The Black Friend, inspiring their anti-racist activism. 
He challenges comments such as “I don’t see race,” “That’s 
reverse racism,” and “I was only joking.” This book, and 
the suggested readings, are must-reads for people who are 
serious about being anti-racist. The back matter includes 
an encyclopedia of terms related to racism and a suggested 
musical playlist. Reviewed by Julia Hillman

Teaching Suggestions

• Have students choose a book from the selected readings 
and highlight similar experiences or insights the author 
and Frederick share about racism. Choose three to five 
meaningful quotes from each text to write on post-it 
notes and post them on a padlet or class anchor chart. 
Discuss why students chose the quotes in small groups.

• Watch the TED Talk by Baratunde Thurston (https 
://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to 
_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time 
?language=en). Rewind and pause the video to record 
the headlines. Have students change them to create 
their own using this sentence structure: subject, action, 
target, activity. Each level of the game is provided. Level 
1: Reverse the roles. Level 2: Increase the believability of 
the reversal. Level 3: Change the action. Post headlines 
to a class padlet or class anchor chart. 

• Have students pick several songs they do not know 
from the playlist on pages 242–244. After listening to 
the songs, they choose one that resonates with them. 
Finally, they present the lyrics to the class and tell why 
they chose the song.

Related Books

Goldstone, L. (2020). Stolen justice: The struggle for African 
American voting rights. Scholastic Press.

Jewell, T. (2020). This book is anti-racist: 20 lessons on how to 
wake up, take action, and do the work. Frances Lincoln. 

Johnson, G. M. (2020). All boys aren’t blue: A memoir manifesto. 
Farrar Straus Giroux.
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Kendi, I. X., & Reynolds, J. (2020). Stamped: Racism, antiracism, 
and you: A remix of the National Book Award–winning 
Stamped from the beginning. Little, Brown.

Charles, Tami. (2020). All Because You Matter 
(Bryan Collier, Illus.). Orchard Books. 40 pp.  
GR PK–3 and up. Contemporary fiction.

In this beautifully illustrated and lyrical book, author Tami 
Charles and illustrator Bryan Collier write a profound love 
letter to Black and brown children everywhere with the es-
sential message: You matter. The story begins with a young 
couple ready to welcome their child into the world, yet over 
time, the child questions his worth. But with each injustice 
comes the truth that his life is meaningful. All Because You 
Matter is a timely treasure addressing the injustices brown 
and Black people face; it provides overwhelming hope and is 
essential reading, for everyone. Reviewed by Meredith Zepf

Teaching Suggestions

• Provide space to discuss the racial climate in the United 
States with students. Utilize online sources such as 
Edutopia in order to foster healthy conversations about 
racial injustices and racism that exist today. 

• Analyze the figurative language throughout the book. 
How does the figurative language enrich the text? How 
do the illustrations enhance the meaning of the words? 

• Imitating the artistic styles of illustrator Bryan Collier, 
create petals to express the emotions that come from 

reading the story. Petals can be created into a love letter 
to a person who matters to students, those who have 
paved the way for Black and brown Americans.

Related Books

Alexander, K. (2019). The undefeated (K. Nelson, Illus.). Versify. 
Byers, G. (2020). I believe I can (K. A. Bobo, Illus.). Balzer + Bray. 
Robinson, C. (2020). You matter. Atheneum Books.
Woodson, J. (2018). The day you begin (R. Lopez, Illus.). Nancy 

Paulsen Books.

Wallace, Sandra Neil, and Wallace, Rich. (2020). 
The Teachers March!: How Selma’s Teachers 
Changed History (Charly Palmer, Illus.). Calkins 
Creek. 44 pp. GR 2–5 and up. Nonfiction.

Reverend F. D. Reese taught high school science in Alabama and 
was passionate about freedom for all. Despite segregation during 
the civil rights movement, which kept Blacks from voting, Reese 
called on his fellow educators to march for their voting rights. 
They feared going to jail and losing their jobs, but he knew noth-
ing would change without action. The teachers faced violent 
reactions to their efforts, but they stood united. This march of 
1965, depicted in story and firsthand accounts, shows the cour-
age of educators who won the right to vote through peaceful 
activism. The back matter contains a timeline and notes from 
the authors. Reviewed by Osha Lynette Smith
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Teaching Suggestions

• Introduce the book as a link to Dr. Martin Luther King 
Day or a study in Black history. 

• Have students use the Internet to research the history of 
voting rights in the United States and then create a bul-
letin board, graffiti wall, or collage to post the pictures 
and articles they found about voting. 

• Have students brainstorm a list of things that need to 
change in their community or school. In small groups, 
students select a cause from the list to brainstorm the 
best way to support changes they wish to see. For exam-
ple, they write a letter, draw up a petition, ask to speak 
to people in charge, or raise money for an organization. 
Students present their solutions to their causes to the 
class and the class adopts one. 

Related Books

Diesen, D. (2020). Equality’s call: The story of voting rights in 
America (M. Mora, Illus.). Beach Lane Books.

Joy, A. (2020). Black is a rainbow color (E. Holmes, Illus.). Roar-
ing Brook Press. 

Wallace, S. N. (2020). Marjory saves the Everglades: The story of 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas (R. Gibbon,Illus.). Simon & 
Schuster.

Waters, M. W. (2020). For beautiful Black boys who believe in a 
better world (K. Morris, Illus.). Flyaway Books. •
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