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Alberto Salas Plays: Paka Paka Con la 
Papa 
By Sara Andrea Fajardo 
Illus. Juana Martinez-Neal
Roaring Book Press/Macmillan 
40pp GR PreK-3 Picturebook
Readers can join a game of paka paka con 
la papa (the Quechua way to say hide and 
seek) and hunt for potatoes with Peruvian 
agricultural scientist Alberto Salas. This 
lyrical biography explores the Andes 
mountains of Peru and teaches about the 
power and beauty of the potato!

A Sea of Lemon Trees: The Corrido of 
Roberto Alvarez  
Author: María Dolores Águila
Publisher: Roaring Book Press/Macmillan 
304pp, GR 3-8, Novel
In authentic corrido style, this novel in 
verse tells the story of Roberto Alvarez and 
the Lemon Grove Incident, the first 
successful U.S. desegregation case.  This 
poignant true story depicts the resilience 
and strength of the Latine community as 
they come together in the face of injustice, 
regardless of the consequences.

And They Walk On 
By Kevin Maillard
Illus. Rafael López
Roaring Book Press/Macmillan
32pp GR PK-3 Picturebook
This gorgeous picturebook delicately 
captures a young boy’s curiosity 
about where people go when they 
“walk on.” Using poetic stanzas and 
beautiful illustration, Kevin Maillard 
eloquently articulates indigenous 
people’s expression of “walk on” 
when a loved one dies. This 
picturebook offers children a gentle 
way of coping with the reality and 
pain of death and loss.

Brave
Author: Weshoyot Alvitre  
Illustrator: Weshoyot Alvitre
Publisher: Kokila/Penguin Random House 
32pp, GR K-4, Picturebook
Brave is a tender father-son story about a 
Native American boy growing out his hair 
despite teasing at school. Grounded in 
family history, the book connects personal 
courage to cultural survival, honoring 
long hair as a symbol of pride, resistance, 
and strength in Native communities.

Call Me Gray 
Author: Andrew Larsen & Bells Larsen 
Illustrator: Tallulah Fontaine
Publisher: Kids Can Press 
32pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
Each winter, a father and child build a 
backyard ice rink; this year a brave truth is 
shared. When the child admits to feeling 
“mixed-up” and asks to be called Gray, the 
father responds with steady love. This 
tender picturebook shows how familial 
acceptance and personal honesty help us 
feel “warm.”

A Place for Us
Author: James E. Ransome  
Illustrator: James E. Ransome
Publisher: Nancy Paulsen Books/ 
Penguin Random House 
32pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
This wordless picture book depicts a 
mother and son after school as they eat, 
study at the library, and sleep on a park 
bench, revealing they are unhoused. 
Ransome’s luminous watercolors center 
their bond, inviting reflection on living 
unhoused, resilience, and the important 
respect of dignity for every individual. 
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Displaced
Author: Patrick Ochieng
Publisher: Carolrhoda Books/Penguin 
Random House
217 pp, GR 4-8
Post-election violence has claimed the 
lives of Kimathi’s father, his best 
friend, and has destroyed his family’s 
home. Now, Kimathi, his mother, and 
sister are forced to flee to a refugee 
camp in a nearby village to survive. 
Set in Kenya, this story reveals the 
challenges and dangers faced by people 
living under corrupt political regimes.

Hopeful Heroes
Author: Margarita Engle
Illustrator: Juliet Menéndez
Publisher: Godwin Books/ 
Macmillan
48 pp, GR K-2
This stunning and empowering 
collection of poetry invites readers 
to learn about Latin American 
scientists, athletes, historical 
figures, and environmentalists. The 
beautiful poetry and colorful 
illustrations show off the 
significant accomplishments of this 
powerful group of Latin American 
heroes and heroines. Back matter 
includes additional biographical 
information on each person. 

Kahoʻolawe: The True Story of an 
Island and Her People
Author: Kamalani Hurley
Illustrator: Harinani Orme
Publisher: Millbrook Press/Lerner 
Publishing 
32 pp, GR 2-5, Picturebook
Hawaii’s story is told from its early 
formation by volcanic eruptions to the 
effects of early settlers, WWII 
bombings, and occupation by the US 
military. Activists’ efforts reclaiming 
the land to conduct conservation 
restoration and preservation are shared 
in vivid illustrations and rich text 
appropriate for a range of readers.

King of the Neuro Verse
Author: Idris Goodwin
Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers/Simon & Schuster 
242pp, GR 8+, Novel in Verse
High-school student Pernell is in summer 
school again because his mind races faster 
than his hands, landing him in trouble. 
Determined to become the Cypher King, 
he records rhymes to tell his story in verse 
and rap, navigating ADHD, a skeptical 
teacher, and parents whose medication 
threatens his music.

My Heart Speaks Kriolu
Author: Stephanie Foster Brown 
Illustrator: Keisha Morris 
Publisher: Denene Millner 
Books/Simon & Schuster Books for 
Young Readers
40pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
Papa possesses a strong desire to 
share his home in Cabo Verde with
his granddaughter. His heart yearns 

for her to confidently use his home 
language as she learns Kriolu, the 
Portuguese Creole native to the West 
African country. Back matter includes 
a glossary of key Kriolu terms. 

My Home Is in My Backpack
Author: Eugenia Perrella 
Illustrator: Angela Salerno 
Publisher: Floris Books/Spotlight 
Publishing 
Translator: Sally Polson
32pp, Gr K-3, Picurebook
This fictional story, based on real 
experiences, draws on the 
experiences of Venezuelan 
refugees. Clara shares her personal 
journey of how her home consists 
of her backpack as her family 
chats, walks, and visits their 
friends' homes. Illustrations feature 
graphite-pencil renderings on 
heavy watercolor paper. Back 
matter invites readers to see the 
story behind this book. 
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Origin 
Author: Nat Cardozo
Illustrator: Nat Cardozo
Publisher: Red Comet 
Press/Spotlight Publishing 
64pp, GR 3-7, Picturebook
Originally published in Spanish, 
Origin offers a unique look at 22 
Indigenous children and 
communities from across the 
globe. Each two-page spread 
features a first-person perspective 
depicting their people's way of 
life, while the book as a whole 
emphasizes connectedness, 
reciprocity, and responsibility to 
the natural world, positioning 
Indigenous peoples as caretakers 
of culture, language, and the 
environment.

Please Pay Attention
Author: Jamie Sumner
Publisher: Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers/Simon & Schuster 
223pp GR 4-7, Novel in Verse
When gunshots ring throughout the 
halls at Cedar Crest Presbyterian, Mrs. 
Canelli runs for the door and orders the 
class to, “Get down!” Horrified by 
what is happening, Beatrix Coughlin 
can’t move. How does she get from her 
wheelchair to the floor with the rest of 
her classmates? In this middle grade 
verse novel, Jamie Sumner has 
powerfully captured the tragic impact 
of gun violence and mass shootings on 
schools and our most vulnerable 
populations. 

Radiant 
Author: Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 
Publisher: Dutton Books for Young Readers/Penguin 
Random House
320 pp, GR 5-9, Novel in Verse
In this middle grade novel in verse, fifth grader Cooper 
describes everyday life for blacks during the 1960s, as 
well as the impact of historic events (i.e. Birmingham 
church bombing, Kennedy assassination, and Beatle 
fandom). The novel sensitively uncovers issues of color 
blindness and bullying that are still relevant today.

Rez Kid 
Author: Andrea Landry 
Illustrator: Isabella Fassler  
Publisher: Kids Can Press 
32pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
In Rez Kid, Andrea Landry tells a 
powerful story of an Indigenous 
girl who transforms teasing into a 
celebration of her cultural 
heritage. Guided by her family, 
she reclaims her identity and 
invites understanding. Isabella 
Fassler’s illustrations enhance the 
story, using bold color and 
movement to reflect the child’s 
emotions.

Rosa, By Any Other Name
Author: Hailey Alcaraz
Publisher: Viking Books for 
Young Readers/Penguin Random 
House
398pp, GR 10+, Chapter Book
In this modern Romeo and Juliet
reimagining, Rosa, a 1955 
Mexican American teen passing 
as Rosie, transfers to a wealthy 
Phoenix high school after Brown 
v. Board of Education. Her 
disguise unravels when best 
friend Ramón falls for Julianne, 
the sheriff’s daughter, igniting a 
forbidden romance, ending in 
tragedy.

Song of a Blackbird
Author: Maria van Lieshout
Publisher: First 
Second/Macmillan 
256pp, GR 7-12, Graphic 
Novel
This harrowing graphic novel 
utilizes a blackbird narrator 
of Annick’s quest to save her 
grandmother, Oma. Oma’s 
need for transplant exposes 
family secrets. Using 
Amsterdam building prints as 
clues, Annick and friend 
Koenji uncover Oma’s 
traumatic 1940s past. 
Immaculately researched, 
with striking illustrations, this 
book shares a compelling 
historical story that resonates 
with contemporary issues.

The Black Mambas: The World’s First 
All-Woman Anti-Poaching Unit
Author: Kelly Crull
Publisher: Millbrook Press/Lerner 
Publishing
40pp, GR 1-4, Nonfiction Picturebook
Meet the courageous, South African, 
all-woman anti-poaching team known 
as the Black Mambas. They keep 
wildlife safe not through force or 
weapons, but through keen observation 
and constant patrols. Kelly Crull’s 
striking photography and information-
rich text introduce readers to those 
protecting the world’s most vulnerable 
endangered species.
.
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The Freedom Seeker 
Author: Ruchira Gupta 
Publisher: Scholastic Press/Scholastic 
320 pp, GR 3-7, Novel
Twelve-year-old Simi’s life changes 
drastically when her family flees 
violence in India due to her parents’ 
interfaith marriage. Ruchira Gupta 
shows challenges modern day migrants 
face coming to the US, including 
separation of family members, 
dangerous journeys, and possible 
deportation. The novel portrays themes 
of resilience, hope, and family bonds.

The History of We 
Author: Nikkolas Smith
Illustrator: Nikkolas Smith
Publisher: Kokila/Penguin Random 
House
40pp, GR K-8, Picturebook
Through expressive acrylic paintings 
and lyrical poetry, Smith demonstrates 
how Africa is the origin of art, science, 
culture, and more, articulating how 
these beginnings shape our world 
today. A final double-spread painting 
of a diverse, united community and 
rich backmatter reinforce a shared 
global family tree rooted in the African 
continent.

The Interpreter 
Author: Olivia Abtahi
Illustrator: Monica Arnaldo 
Publisher: Kokila/Penguin 
Random House 
40pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
Like a modern-day superhero, 
Cecilia moves between identities 
shifting from being a kid to 
interpreter when duty calls.  Lively 
illustrations capture the strain on 
Cecilia until her family realizes the 
toll it is taking on her life and 
makes changes that allow her to 
help, ‘just not all the time’.

The Story of My Anger 
Author: Jasminne Mendez 
Publisher: Dial Books/Penguin 
Random House
322pp, GR 8+, Novel in Verse
Yuli is a proud Dominican hija. In Mr. 
Gonzalez’s Ethnic Studies class, she 
sees herself represented in diverse 
stories. When her Texas school bans 
those books and she is denied the 
leading role in her school play, she 
begins writing. Yuli and her friends 
perform these writings across the 
school.

The Teacher of Nomad Land: A 
World War II Story 
Author: Daniel Nayeri 
Publisher: Levine Querido/Chronicle 
Books 
192pp, GR 3-7, Novel
After their father’s accidental death, 
siblings Babak (13) and Sana (8) do 
everything possible to stay together. 
Babak assumes his father’s role as a 
teacher, blackboard strapped to his 
back, as they cross wartime Iran. 
British and Soviet occupation, Nazi 
spies, and a chance friendship shape a 
story centering on an Iranian 
perspective rarely taught.

Together, A Forest: Drawing 
Connections Between Nature’s 
Diversity and Our Own 
Author: Roz MacLean 
Publisher: Henry 
Holt/Macmillan
40pp, GR K-3, Picturebook
Joy feels anxious during a class 
trip to a forest when her teacher 
asks the class to choose just one 
thing to study. She watches her 
classmates connect with nature 
in beautiful, unique ways and 
becomes frustrated when she’s 
stumped to find a connection of 
her own, until her classmates 
help her see what’s been there 
all along.
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